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Hunt, — en sg ee ee Ww. | roads, and the removal of the superintendency of | the terms prescribed for Cieir respective districts; and that 
Jones, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Luke Lea, Lincoln, Love, : 


Sa | Indian Affairs to the frontier of the State; | they also be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
Lyon, Maury, McCarty, McComas, MeKennan, Milligan, || T ooo trot . ; (a compelling district judges to reside at the places where their 
Morris, Patton, Dutee J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Petti- || he memorial of sundry inhabitants of Green |. respective courts are held. 
grew, Pickens, Potts, Reed, Robertson, Rogers, Russell, || county, Missouri, for quieting the title to a tract 


: a te E Sete Mr. HUBBARD submitted the following reso- 
Witla dee, W bittleeey, aes Thompson, |/ of land on which the seat of justice is located; lutions; whieh lie on the table one day: 
Towns, White, w hitliescy, 5 Aaa | which was referred to the Committee on Public Dod." . ie on mi “tai 
: > oS ‘ Pu ; Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Revolunonary Claims 
On motionby Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, the || Lands: anneal sales of allendinn 


|, be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to 

The memorial of the inhabitants of sundry || te heirs of Doctor William Cogswell, deceased, (who was a 

. . . ° . . “ 3 ale we F sf , it ew t >» Revol i. 
counties in Missouri, for establishing a post route | hospital surgeon of the Army during the war ot! the Revolu 


. . ae : : tion,) the commutation pay granted to such efficers in pur 
IN SENATE. | from the city of Jefferson through said counties to || suance of the resolution of the Continental Congress of 
Tuurspay, December 24, 1835. 


House then adjourned. 


| the seat of government of the Territory of Ar- || March, 1783. 


_. * || Kansas; which was referred to the Committee on || | Resolved, That the cei on Pensions be oars 
Mr. LINN presented the following petitions || the Post Office and Post Roads; | ee eee ee Tne 16 iets Totten os eat 


Congress, approved February 19, 1833, (which is an act in 
addition to the act for the relief of certain surviving offi- 
cers and soldiers of the Revolution, passed June 7, 1832,) 
that all persons entitled to pensions for any disabilities in- 
| curred in the war of the Revolution, shall have a right to 
claim and receive the same, in addition to any pension or 
| annuity to which they may be entitled under any act of 
| Congress for-revolutionary services. 

| SESSIONS OF CONGRESS. 

| Mr. HENDRICKS said it would be recol- 
| lected that, at the last session of Congress, the 
| Committee on the Judiciary had been instructed, 
| on his motion, to inquire into the expediency of 
| fixing, by law, the time of the commencement 
| and close of each succeeding session of Congress; 


and memorials: | The petition of sundry citizens of Missouri, for | 

The memorial of the General Assembly of the || the creation of a new land office in the State of 
State of Missouri, praying for the creation of an || Missouri, to be located at Jefferson City; which 
additional land office in that State; which was || Was referred to the Corhmittee on Public Lands; 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands; _ The petition of Robert Walsh, praying permis- 

A memorial from the same, calling the attention || Sion to locate a certificate of two hundred arpents 
of Congress to the necessity of laying out and || of land, under the act for the relief of sufferers by 
opening, as speedily as possible, the Cumberland earthquakes, in the county of New Madrid; which 
road to the city of Jefferson, thence to Fort Lea- |; was referred to the Committee on Public Lands; 
yenworth, an important military fort situated on || _ The petition of the heirs and legal representa- 
the western waters; which was referred to the || tives of Thomas Bear, deceased; and_ ~ 
Committee on Military Affairs; 


The petition of Joseph Bogy, praying compen- 
A memorial from the same, asking that an act || sation for spoliations on his property by a numer- 


of Congress be passed, granting to the General || ous const of Choctaw Indians then at peace with || that this subject, owing to the great mass of busi- 
Assembly the right to appropriate, for primary | the United States, whilst on a trading expedition || ness before the session, which was a short one, 
school imstruction, equally throughout the State, || on the Arkansas river, under authority of a license || did not receive the action of the committee or of 
the interest which may arise from the funds pro- |, derived from the United States; which was re- || the Senate; and it was his intention, at the pres- 
duced by the sale of the lands heretofore granted || ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. | ent time, and at this early period of the session, 
by Congress for the support of a seminary of || Mr. ‘TIPTON pres-nted three petitions from || again to present it to the consideration of the 
learning; which was referred to the Committee || sundry citizens of Indiana, praying for the estab- || Senate. He earnestly hoped that the present 
on Public Lands; . | lishment of post routes; which were referred to the || session would not pass away without lerislation 
The memorial of the same, on the subject of || Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. || upon it. He was induced to look into this mat- 
the inland trade with Mexico, and asking that || Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of sun- || ter, from the fact of the great disparity in the 
persons engaged in said trade be allowed the || dry citizens of Maine, praying that an appropri- || length of the sessions, which disparity, too, was 
privilege of drawback; which was referred to || ation may be made for the improvement of the || continually increasing, by the continual increase 
the Committee on Commerce; Matinacus harbor, in the State of Maine; which || of the long sessions. The idea of equalizing the 
The memorial of the same, praying fora dona- || Was referred ta the Committee on Commerce. sessions, whatever their necessary length might 
tion of five hundred thousand acres ef land for | _Mr. EWING presented the petition of sundry | be, seemed to be a reasonable one, and the in- 
the purposes of education; which was referred to 1 citizens of Perry county, Ohio, praying for the | creasing length of the long sessions had become 
the Committee on Public Lands; | establishment of a post route. ee | agrievance and an evil which ought to be reme- 
The memorial of the same, praying that a num- Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of || died. The 3d of March, from long usage and 
ber of marine hospitals may be erected on the sundry citizens of Pennsylvania, asking that in- | custom of this Government, had generally beer, 
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northern lakes, and the waters ofthe Mississippi, || dividuals may be placed on the same footing with |) looked upon as the termination of every Con 
commensurate to the wants of the population and || Corporations as to the importation of railroad iron; || gress; but it was not necessarily so, not being 
growing commerce of the country; which was || Which was referred to the Committee on Fina ‘ce. || established as such, either by the Consti‘ution or 
referred to the Committee on Commerce; ] Mr. HUBBARD presented tee petition of John || by law. He stated it as a fact, that, since the 
The memorial of the same, praying that the Priest; which was referred to the Committee on | first organization under the Constitution of the 
registers of the different land districts, where || Pensions. || United States, Congress had passed no law on 
lands may be entered, furnish to the purchaser 
a copy of the field-notes, to be indorsed on she | 
back of the patent; which was referred to the 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented sundry docu- | 


se) 'h the subject. There was nothing in the statute- 
ments in support of the petition of the heirs of |) book aboutit, and the Senate of the United States 


Lord Stirling; which were referred to the Com- | 


_re | had never acted upon it. ‘There was nothing in 
Committee on Public Lands; | mittee on Revolutionary Claims. | existence upon this subject but a resolution of 
The memorial from the , same, urging the pro- || ENLISTMENT OF BOYS IN THE NAVY. | the old Congress of the 13th September, 1788, 


priety of further extending the laws relative to Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on | 


which was obviously intended as an incipient and 
preémption rights so as to include all persons 


Naval Affairs, reported a bill to provide for the || temporary regulation, and so they had rested 
who have or may settle on any unappropriated || enlistment of boys into the Navy of the United || ever since. 

lands belonging, to the United States, and to grad- || States; which was read, and ordered to a second A glance at the history of this matter (said Mr. 
uate the price of the public lands; which was re- |! reading. H.) will be sufficient to show us the propriety of 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands; "NEWSPAPERS FOR SENATORS. legislating upon it. The convention which formed 


The memorial of the same, praying the passage Mr. ROBBINS. eI eee le the Constitution of the United States reported 
of a law surrendering to the State of Missouri all e SBINS, ta pursuance of notice given, |) that instrument to the Congress of the Confeder- 


those lands returned as not worth the expense of asked and obtained leave, and introduced a joint | ation on the 17th of September, 1787, and on the 
surveying; which was referred to the Committee || T°S°lution, providing for the supplying the mem- |) 9th of the same month, Congress resolved that 
on Public Lands; ; | bers of the Senate with Sa which was || the Constitution so reported be transmitted to 
, The memorial of the same, praying for the pas- || ™24, and ordered to a ae oe bmi the States for their ratification. On the 13th of 
sage of alaw to authorize a change in the location ||. [The resolution is the same that was submitted September, 1788, Congress declared that the Con- 
of school lands where they are unproductive or simply as a resolution of the Senate, and wagin- |! stitution thus transmitted had been ratified by 











; . 
valueless; which was referred to the Committee || 8¢rted in Tuesday’s proceedings. } a sufficient number of the States to give it effect. 
on Public Lands; , HEIRS OF ROBERT EWELL. It was then flecessary that measures be taken 
The memorial of the same, praying that a depot Mr. LEIGH, in pursuance of notice given, || for the organization of the Federal Government 
of arms and munitions of war be located on the || asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill || under it, and on the same 13th day of September, 
Upper Missouri and Mississippi rivers at or near || for the relief of the heirs of Robert Ewell, alieu- || 1788, the Congress of the Confederation resolved 
the northern and western boundaries of the State; || tenant of the Virginia line; which was read twice, || that the first Wednesday of January next ensuing 
which was referred to the Committee on Military || and referred to the Committee on Revolutionary || be the day for appointing electors in the several 
Affairs ; Claims. States which before that day should have ratified 
The petition of sundry citizens of Missouri, RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. the Constitution; that the first Wednesday of the 


praying for the construction of a harbor at the . : ensuing February should be the day appointed 
mouth of the St. Joseph river, Michigan; which Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- || ¢,, the. electors qo assemble in their respective 


= ag to the Committee on Commerce; ae ee ” — pa ae ice al States and vote for a President; - that the first 
e memorial of citizens of Clay county, Mis- || Ce ne mittee on the dudiciary be in- || Wednesday in March next be the time, and the 
sourl, praying for the erection of a line of military structed so inusins ine tie covemener of promines bp tw. then present seat of Government the place, for 


: : ul for the more regular and effectual holding of their courts ; ' : 
posts around the frontiers, the opening of military || by the judges of the district courts of the United States, at || commencing the proceedings under the Constitu- 
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tion. Now, this first Wednesday of March next 

said Mr. HH.) happened to be the fourth day of 
March, 1789; and this is the only reason why the 
fourth day of March, in every other year, has 
ever since been sanctioned by usage and custom 
as the commencement of the congressional term, 
and the reason why the previous day, the third of 


} 


March, has been considered the close of the term. | 


And here he remarked, that in this view of the 
subject, the delicacy 
protracting the sessions of the 3d of March be- 
yond midnight was without any good reason; 
for, taking it for granted that the congressional 
term of two years commenced on the fourth of 


felt by many members in | 


March, the two years would not expire till the | 


same hour of the day on the 4th in which the 
first Congress of 1789 was opened. The truth 
is, (said Mr. H.,) the Constitution says nothing 
about the 4th of March as the commencement of 
the term, nor does any law save the resolution 
of the old Congress, before referred to. The 
Constitution merely says, that ** The House of 
Representatives shall be composed of members 
chosen every second year by the people.” 
in reference to the mecting of Congress, or the 
commencement of the session, it says: ‘* That 
the Congress shall assemble at least once in every 

ear, and such meetings shall be on the first 
Sisales in December, unless they shall, by law, 
appoint a different day;’’ and on these subjects 
it says nothing more, 


And | 


It is obvious, then, that | 


the whole subject is open for legislation. Con- | 
gress cannot, indeed, say that the congressional | 


term of two years shall hereafier commence at 
an earlier day than the 4th of March, because 


that would infringe upon the constitutional term | 


of the Congress in being when the arrangement 
should commence; but Congress can say, that 
the commencement of the term shall be on any 
subsequent day, and that the session shall com- 
mence at any time thought to be most convenient. 

The power, then, of regulating these matters by 


law being unquestionable, the propriety and neces- | 


sity of doing so is scarcely less certain. 


said that the increasing length of the long sessions 


has become an evil which ought to be remedied. 


For proof of this, itis only necessary to look back | 
a few years upon our Journals for the dates of our | 


adjouraments. During the last session, I pro- 
cured (said Mr. H.) to be made out a statement, 


showing the commencement and termination, and | 
the number of days in each session of Congress | 


held under the present Constitution. A _ refer- 
ence to this statement will show, that in the 
histor 

there Sie been no session at all equal to the long 
sessions of the last two Congresses—the sessions 
which terminated in 1832 and 1834. 
of 1812, when war was declared, was a few days 
longer than that of 1832; but the latter was much 
longer than any other session during the war. 
The long session of 1798, during our troubles with 
France, was the longest session since the adop- 
tion of the Constitution. 
mentioned, of 1812, are the only sessions of greater 
length than that of 1832; and these and one other, 
that of 1790, are the only sessions as long as that 
of 1834. The long sessions since the last war 


of this Government, in times of peace, | 


The session | 


I have | 


— 


That, and the one just | 


have all terminated in April and May, except the | 


last two. 


There is, Mr President, much evil in this tend- | 


eney to perpetuate parliaments. We all know 


that they are not needed on account of legislative | 
business; for the statute-books, the Journals, and ||. 
our documents show that during a short session | 
as much useful business is generally done as ina | 


longone. High party times, such as we have had 


for years past, and such as existed in 1798, give | 


occasion for long sessions. Such times havea tend- 
~~ to protract the sessions that are not limited 
by law, but whether for good or for evil, is very 
questionable. Such times, and such sessions, are 
not well calculated to throw oil upon the troubled 
waters; and party broils and national discords are 
generally heightened, and often engendered, by 
lengthy and excited discussions here. 
then, that would fix the termination of every regu- 
lar session, giving time enough for all uselul is- 
cussion and legislative deliberation, is,as I believe, 
-—_€ to be desired. The necessary business 
would then all be done, and probably with much 
more certainty and accuracy than as. the matter 


A law, | 
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business would be shaped in reference to thatday, 


| and much less tirfie would be uselessly disposed of. 


I will not, however, further pursue these remarks, 


but will content myself for the present with offer- 


ing a resolution on the subject, and with moving 
that the statement referred to be printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS then submitted the fol- 

lowing resolution; which was read: 
, Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of fixing, by law, 
the time of the commencement and close of every succeed- 
ing session of Congress. ; 

Mr. WEBSTER said, the gentleman from In- 
diana [Mr. Henpnricks] had stated very correctly 
the manner in which the 3d of March had been 
originally fixed upon as the time for adjourn- 
ment, The first Wednesday of March happened 
to be on the fourth day of the month, and it so 
happened that six years for Senators, and two 
years for members from the 4th of March was 
fixed upon as the period or term of their service 
by common understanding. He had no doubt 
of the authority of Congress to alter the time of 
adjournment, but the alteration of the present 
arrangement, so far as regarded fixing a day cer- 
tain for closing the session, might be a question 
of expediency. Some of the State Legislatures 
might in that case have to change the time of their 
meeting. He thought the great object of the gen- 
tleman mjght be come at, by fixing an earlier 
period for the commencement of the session—say 
the Ist of September. If a law could be passed 
which would fix the convening of both sessions 
at an earlier day, it would, in some measure, ob- 
viate the great evils resulting from the procrasti- 
nated length of the sessions. 

Mr. CLAYTON observed that this subject had 
been referred to the Judiciary Committee at the 
last session, and although the reference had been 
made at a very late period of the session, yet it 
had received, as far as circumstances permitted, 
the consideration of the committee. The greatest 
difficulty that this subject presented had not been 
referred to by the Senators from Indiana or Mas- 
sachusetts, and could not be obviated by making 
the sessions commence at an earlier day, because 
the constitutions of some of the States have pro- 
vided that their electionsshall be held in Novem- 
ber. The committee had been in some doubt 
how they could, consistently, with the provisions 
in the constitutions of some of the States, fix an 
earlier day for the meeting of Congress than the 
lst of December. He.was in favor of the refer- 
ence of the subject to the Judiciary Committee, 
because, (said he,) when we have it under consid- 
eration, gentlemen from the different States can 
give us information as to the laws of their respect- 
ive States fixing the periods of their elections. 
He was not opposed to the inquiry. He had 
only adverted to the difficulties in the way. 

The resolution was then agreed to. 

THOMAS F. GORDON. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, made an unfavorable report on the 
petition of Thomas F. Gordon. 

WRITS OF ERROR. 

Mr. PRESTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported the bill concerning writs of error in the 
courts of the United States; which was read. 

After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned over to Monday next. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
. Tuurspay, December 24, 1835. 


Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, by unanimous con- 
sent, submitted a resolution for the election of 
Chaplain by the House, at one o’clock this day; 
which was agreed to. 


CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN. 


Mr. MASON, of Virginia, asked the unanimous 
consent of the House to take up and dispose of 
the message of thé President of the United States, 
transmitting a copy of the constitution and other 
documents emanating from a convention in Mich- 
igan, in reference to the formation of a State gov- 
ernment of said Territory. 

The unanimous consent of the House having 
been obtained, 


LOBE. 


____ December 24 


oe 
now stands, The day of adjournment being fixed, i Mr. M. remarked, when the subject was oo 


| before the House, there were three djfferent prop- 
ositions presented to its consideration. He had 
| moved that the message of the President of tho 
United States, with the accompanying documents 
on this subject, be referred to a select committee. 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Hamer] had moved 
its reference to the select committee already raised 
| on the subject of the northern boundary of Ohio: 
and the gentleman from Maryland [Mr. Howann| 
| moved its reference to the Committee on the Ter. 
| ritories. 
For himself, (Mr. M. said,) he had no disposi- 
| tionon the subject. He believed, however, that 
| it was very important the subject be speedily acted 
upon by Se He had taken the trouble to 
examine the Journals of the House, in regard to 
former applications of a similar character; and he 
had found, without exception, that the course had 
been to refer all such applications to a select com- 
mittee. That was the reason which induced him 
to make the motion he had. He had the whole 
of the precedents before him, including every 
State admitted into the Union from the foundation 
of the Government. He would again remark, that 
he had himself no disposition on the subject, but 
he presumed there was.a disinclination on the part 
of the mover that the subject should go to a sep- 
arate and select committee. Mr. M. then stated 
it as his belief that the two subjects ought to be 
| kept separate and distinct, if possible; but, if it 
met the pleasure of the House, he should be per- 
fectly willing to refer it to the Committee on the 
Territories, merely remarking that such had been 
| the usage of the House in former instances. 

It was true, that in every other case, there had 
been no conflicting claims; and that circumstance, 
| perhaps, might make an exception to the general 
rule heretofore pursued with regard to the subject. 
He hoped the House, however, would promptly 
refer it cither to the one committee or the other, 
in order that the sense of the House might be 
speedily ascertained, and the question settled ina 
way satisfactory to all parties. 

Mr. HAMER then withdrew his motion to 
| refer the subject to the same committee to which 
| the message and documents on the northern 
boundary of Ohio had been referred. 

Mr. H. remarked, that in withdrawing his 
motion his principal object was to present an- 
other question to the House. He danived that 
this whole subject should go to the Judiciary 
Committee, in order to arrive ata fair expression 
of the sense of the House. He therefore moved 
that this matter be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Mr. STORER said, if the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia [Mr. Mason] would permit the pending 

uestion of reconsideration of the vote, referring 
the President’s message on the subject of the 
northern boundary of Ohio, to be first disposed 
of, he would interpose no objection to the wishes 
of the gentleman in regard to the reference of the 
other document. 

Mr. MASON said, he would merely suggest to 
the House that the two subjects were distinct and 
independent questions. 

The SPEAKER stated the motion first in order 
would be the reference to the Committee on the 
Territories. 

Mr. VINTON hoped the motion of his col- 
league [Mr. Hamer] would be adopted, though 
he had no distrust of any of the other commit- 
tees named. It was not because he had any ob- 
jection to the Committee on the Territories, but 
Scomunn he thought it a question that peculiarly 
belonged to the Judiciary Committee. This ques- 
tion came before the House in a shape different 
from that which had been presented by the case 
of any other State or Territory to the House, 
applying for admission into the Union. In all 
other cases, except that of Tennessee, which 
stood upon peculiar circumstances, the admis- 
sion had been upon a law of Congress previ- 
ously passed, prescribing the boundaries of the 
country, and directing the manner in which the 
convention should be elected; preseribing, in 
short, all the details preparatory to the admis- 
sion, so that, when the constitution came back to 
Congress, in pursaance of the law, nothing re- 
mained to be done but to see that the requisites of 
the law had been complied with. In all former 
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cases, at least that he had examined, the ques- 


of the law, but mere questions of tea 
Now, whether it be expedient toadmit Michigan 
into the Union was clearly not a judicial question, 
but it stood upon a different footing. She did 
not claim to come there and demand to be admit- 
ted into the Confederacy upon any question of 
expediency; ‘but she claimed it as a right, based 
upon the construction of certainlaws which made 
it purely a legal question, and, therefore, within 
the cognizance of the judicial committee. She 
based her right upon the construction of the or- 
dinance of 1787, and upon an act of Congress of 
1805,upon which she put her own interpretations. 
These interpretations were disputed; and what 
committee of that House more proper for their 
investigation than the Judiciary Committee? He 
mentioned, besides that of the gentlemen com- 
Josing the Committee on the Territories, none 
came from a State west of the Ohio river, and this 
would offer another objection to that committee. 
He hoped the House would adopt the reference 
proposed by his colleague. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, did not think the 
subject ought to be referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. He hoped the House would not 
at this time ‘go into any examination of the merits 
of the controversy—a controversy he hoped to see 
adjusted to the satisfaction of all parties. Mr. M. 
then referred to the proceedings in the cases of 
Tennessee and Ohio, as recorded in the Journals, 
in both of which select committees were appointed. 
Such had been the uniform practice of the House. 
It was true, that the subject did not appropriately 
belong to any one of the committees of the House. 
for it was an extraordinary application... Taken 
altogether, if a select committee was. not the ap- 
propriate one, it appeared to him the Commitiee 


on the Territories was the mostappropriate. Still, | 


he hoped the former course would be adopted. 
Mr. 


so intricate a subject should be referred to one of 
the regular standing committees of the House, for 
the reasons he had stated when he made the mo- 
tion. He was aware of the former usage of the 


new States into the Union to a select committee, 


and that that long practice ought notlightly to be | 


departed from; but, since the admission of the last 
State into the Union, the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, whose peculiar province he thought this 


matter was, had been organized—namcely, in 1825. | 
Prior to that year no such committee had existed || 
(Mr. H. then desired the @lerk | 
to read the resolution under which it was organ- | 


in that House. 


— The non-existence of such a committee 
he believed to be the reason why this subject had 
been referred to a select committee. ‘That reason, 


however, no longer existed; and he hoped the | 


House would suffer it to take the reference he 
thought to be the only appropriate one. 
then referred to the proceedings of the last Con- 


gress on the same subject, to be found in the | 


Journal of the House, pages 35 and 398. For him- 


self, (he said,) he was totally indifferent to what | 


committee the House should send it, believing only 


that the whole subject should go to the same com- | 


mittee. It was for that reason he had made the 
motion to reconsider the vote by which the House 


had departed from the pees settled by the last | 


Congress, and referred the subject of the Ohio 
boundary line to a select committee, instead of 
to the Committee on the Territories. He hoped, 
therefore, both subjects would be sent to the 
latter committee. 

Mr. STORER said, whatever difference of 
opinion there might exist among the delegation 
from Ohio on other matters, it was with great 
pleasure he could say, they were all united on 
this. The question before the House was not 
merely whether the constitution sent from the 
eo of Michigan should be accepted or not. 
f that was the only question involved, they might 
perhaps have little to say. But, here, the north- 
west boundary of their State was directly con- 
nected with it. It was a part of the acts of the 
convention at Detroit to append to their consti- 
‘ution a portion of the territory the State of Ohio 

eved to be hers. The question, therefore, to 


OW ARD, having made the motion to refer || 
this matter to the Committee on the Territories, | 
would very briefly state his reasons. He thought | 


Mr. H. | 


os 
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\ ' be decided by that House was, where is the north4), necessary to a choice, 95. Rev. Mr. Comstock, 
tion had not depended upon the construction || west boundary of the States of Ohio, Indiana, and 


|| humblest State or Territory in the Union. 
| asked nothing more than justice, simple, abstract, 
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Illinois? ‘To meet that question, Mr.S. did think} 


the House ought at once to adopt the motion o 

his honorable colleague. He trusted, however, 
that, whatever might be the course of argument 
on.the present occasion, nothing more would be 
said, as had been heretofore said and published, 
in relation to the magnitude and resources of the 
State of Ohio, to crush a weak and inefficient Ter- 
ritory. He could assure the House, the delega- 
tion from that State had no disposition to vaunt. 
They claimed, and would claim, nothing more 
from that body, or that government, than the 
They 


naked justice,and nothing more. He would ask 
whether the motion was not one that ought to 
have the unanimous consideration of the House? 
Why should the subject be referred to a select 
committee? Why, it had been said, that such 


had been the uniform practice of the House here- | 


tofore, but he would say the cases of Indiana, 
Illinois, Mississippi, and Alabama, were different 
from this. Mr. 8. then took a review of the 
reasons why such subjects had formerly been 


| referred to a select committee, and the distinction 


in the case under consideration, from the contro- 
verted points involved. Mr. 8. said the State of 
Ohio did not admit the Territory of Michigan 


to be a party to this question, but the Govern- | 


ment of the United States, which they should 


hold responsible for every illegal act that had |, 


been done during the controversy. He did not 


| mean to say they should hail Michigan into the 


Union as a sister republic, but they should insist 
that she should come into the Union as her sisters 
had done, and not force herself there. 
some further remarks in relation to the duties of 
the Committee on the Territories, which Mr. S. 


| contended did not embrace the examination of | 
this subject, he concluded by earnestly appealing 


to the House to adopt the motion of his colleague 
by an unanimous vote. 

Mr. LANE also advocated the motion to refer 
the subject to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
in opposition to the former practice of the House, 


i e of Be | which he contended had never had a cause similar 
House, to refer applications for the admission of || 


to the present. ‘The remarks of Mr. L. embraced 
the merits of the controversy, and will be given 
hereafier. 
ELECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 
The hour of one having arrived, 
On motion of Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, the 
House proceeded to the election of a Chaplain. 


Mr. THOMSON, of Ohio, nominated the Rev. || 


Thomas H. Stockton. 


Mr. R°. M. JOHNSON nominated the Rev. 
Oliver C. Comstock. 


Mr. EVANS nominated the Rev. Mr. Palfrey. | 
Mr. JOHN Y. MASON nominated the Rev. | 


Mr. Clark. 


Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, nominated the | 


Rev. Mr. Slicer. ° 
Mr. W. B. SHEPARD nominated the Rev. 
Elias Harrison. 


Mr. PINCKNEY nominated the Rev. Reuben | 


Post. 

And Mr. CRAIG nominated the Rev. Thomas 
B. Sergeant. 

Messrs. J. THOMSON, R. M. JOHNSON, 
J. ¥. MASON, EVANS, and REYNOLDS of 
Illinois, were appointed tellers. 

The result was as follows: 

First Ballot—Whole number of votes, 197; 
necessary to a choice, 99. Rev. Mr. Comstock, 
55; Clark, 33; Harrison, 18; Stockton, 31; Ser- 
geant, 11;Slicer, 10; Post, 23; Palfrey 8; blanks, 8. 

Second Ballot—Whole number of yotes, 192; 
necessary to a choice, 97. 


geant, 12; Slicer, 4; Post, 18; Palfrey, 5; blanks, 7. 

Third Ballot—Whole number of votes, 185; 
necessary to a choice, 93. Rev. Mr. Comstock, 
68; Clark, 23; Harrison, 25; Stockton, 45; Ser- 
geant, 9; Post, 10; blanks, 5. 


After | 


Rev. Mr. Comstock, 
56; Clark, 29; Harrison, 27; Stockton, 34; Ser- | 


|| 83; Clark, b; Harrisop, 3; Stockton, 96; Post, 1; 
blanks, 5. 

The Rev.. Thomas H. Stockton, of George- 
town, having received, on the fifth ballot, a ma- 
jority of votes, was declared duly elected Chap- 
fain to the House of Representatives. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

The SPEAKER, by consent, submitted the fol- 
lowing message from the President of the United 
States: 

Wasnincton, December 22, 1835. 
| Ttransmit herewith, for the information of Congress, a 
report from the War Department, on the condition of the 
, Cumberland road in the States of Tilinois and Indiana. 
ANDREW JACKSON. 

On motion by Mr. VINTON, the message and 
accompanying documents were referred to the 
, Committee on Roads and Canals, and ordered to 
| be printed. 


COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
| munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in reference to the collection of the public reve- 

nue, and the compensation of custom-house 
| officers, which, 

On motion by Mr. GILLET, was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 

NORTH CAROLINA CONTESTED ELECTION. 

The SPEAKER also presented additional testi- 
mony on the contested election from North Car- 
olina, which, 

On motion by Mr. CLAIBORNE, was referred 


to the Committee on Elections. 


i} 
| 
i 


| The House then adjourned over to Monday. 


| IN SENATE. 
| Monpay, December 28, 1835. 


Mr. LINN presented the following petitions 

/and memorials. 
|| The petition of William Beaumart, praying re- 
|| muneration for his expense of time, labor, and 
|| money, in prosecuting a series of arn on 
|| the gastric juice, on the person of Alexis San 
i| Martin; which was referred to the Committee on 
|| Finance; 

| Papers relative to the claim of John O’Banner, 

|, for compensation on account of depredations com- 

| mitted by Sac Indians; which were referred to the 
| Committee on Indian Affairs; 

|| Documents in support of the claim of Samuel 

| Gilbert, for property stolen from him by the Sac 

Indians; which were referred to the Committee on 

|| Indian Affairs; 

'| The petition of Orris Gay, praying for a pen- 
| sion; uk was referred to the Committee on 
Pensions; 

| ‘The petition of the inhabitants of the town of 

| Commerce, Scott county, Missouri, praying for 
| a new post route; which was referred to the Com- 
| mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads; 

|| Documents in support of the claim of captain 

Long’s company of mounted volunteers, for 
military services rendered in 1832; which were 
| referred to the Committee on Military Affairs; 

'| Memorial of the Legislature of Arkansas, for 

1 the removal of the obstructions to the navigation 

1 of the White and St. Francis rivers; which was - 

|| referred to the Committee on Commerce; 

| Memorial of sundry citizens of St. Louis, for the 

| establishment of marine hospitals on the western 

waters; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Commerce; 

|| The petition of Robert Walsh, praying permis- 

|| sion to locate a certificate of two hundred arpents 

| of land, under an act for the relief of sufferers b 

|| earthquakes in the county of New Madrid; whleh 

= referred to the Committee on Public Lands; 
an 
The memorial of sundry citizens of Missouri, 
|| praying that the navigation of the river St. Francis 
|| may be improved; which was referred to the Com- 
|| mittee on Commerce. 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of 





Fourth Ballot—Whole number of votes, 18% || sundry citizens of Ohio, praying for the estab- 


necessary to a choice, 95. Rev. Mr- Comstock, 


83; Clark, 5; Harrison, 14; Stockton, 73; Sar- | 


geant, 5; Post,3; blanks, 5. 
Fifth Ballot — Whole number of votes, 189; 


|| lishment of a new post route; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 


|| Onmotion by Mr. TALLMADGE, the petition 
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7 
and papers of Noah Brown, and the heirs of Adam 
Brown, on the files of the last session, were again 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Manchester, Massachusetts, pray- 
ing for an appropriation for the improvement of 
the harbor of that place; which was referred to | 
the Committee on Commerce. 


Mr. ‘TOMLINSON presented the memorial of || 


Samuel Hurlbut, legal representative of Captain 
George Hurlbut; which was referred to the Com- | 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. NILES presented the petition of the heirs 
of Colonel William Douglas, of Connecticut, and 
ef Colonel William Bond, of Massachusetts; | 
which were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, presented the petition | 
of George Crawford and Stephen Jones; which | 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of sun- 1] 


dry citizens of Maine, praying that an appropri- 
ation may be made for the improvement of the | 
harbor of Owl’s Head; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. RUGGLES also presentéd two petitions, 
one from sundry citizens of Augusta, and one | 
from sundry citizens of Thomastown, Maine, 
praying for the establishment of new post-routes; | 
which were referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion by Mr. NAUDAIN, the petition 
and papers of Doctor Boyd Riley, praying Con- 
gress to purchase the right to use his improve- 
ment for the application of vapour to the human 
body, eee at the last session, was referred 
to a select committee, consisting of Messrs. Nav- 
pain, Kent, Linn, Grunpy, and Rosinson. 

On motion by Mr. KING, of Alabama, the 
memorial of the Legislature of the State of Ala- 
bama, on the subject of the dividing line between 
that State and Georgia, was again referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. BENTON presented the petition of sun- 
dry citizens of Alexandria, District of Columbia, 
numerously signed, on the subject of the finan- | 
cial condition of that town, 

The petitioners state, (said Mr. B.,) that the | 
corporate authorities of Alexandria had, to say 
the least of it, greatly mismanaged the affairs of | 
the town, and that the town had been involved 
in difficulties and debts beyond its ability to pay, 
a state of things bearing hard on the middling 
and industrious classes. The petitioners prayed 
to be relieved from their Holland debt, and for 
such other relief in their embarrassments as Con- 
gress, in its wisdom, might see fit togrant. Mr. 
B. presumed that this petition had been put into 
his hand in consequence of some remarks he 
made a few days ago on the subject of the Dis- 
trict banks, a kindred subject, referring to the 
embarrassed financial condition of this ten miles 
square, created, as he believed, by great misman- 
agement. It was not for him to say anything 
in aggravation of the case set out by the petition- | 
ers. They were, some of them, no doubt, known 
to some of the members of the Committee on the 
District, who would inguire into all the ciretim- 
stances referred to in the memorial. He would 
move to refer the petition to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia: which motion wasagreed to. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Clay county, Missouri, on the subject 
of Indian Affairs; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Also, the petition of William Moss, of Mis- 
souri, on the subject of certain private land claims; 
which was referred to the Committee on Private | 
Land Claims. ' 

Petitions were also presented by Messrs. | 
CRITTENDEN and PORTER, from persons | 
whose names were not heard. 

REPORT OF COMMISSIONER OF PENSIONS. 

The CHAIR announced a communication from | 
the War Department, transmitting a report from | 
the Commissioner of Pensions, made in compli- | 


! 


ance with the resolution of the Senate of the 29th 
May, 1830; and, 

On motion of Mr. TOMLINSON; it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions, and ordered 
to be printed. 





1] NEW YORK FIRE. | 


Mr. WRIGHT said he was charged with the | 
presentation of a memorial on behalf of the citi- 
wens of the city of New York, and more espe- , 
_ cially in behalf of that portion of those citizens | 
who were sufferers by the late conflagration in | 
that city. 
calamity a public meeting of the citizens of the | 
cily was called, and a committee of one hundred | 
/and twenty-five persons, distinguished for their | 

| 
| 


standing, was appene to prepare a memorial to 


Congress for such relief as it might be supposed 


ot ___THE CONGRESSIONAL GI,OBE. 


Consequent upon that unexampled || 


Congress could afford. The memorial he -held || 


had proceeded from that committee, and was | 
signed by its chairman. | 
Mr. W. said the memorial was too long to au- | 
thorize him to ask for its reading at the Secre- | 
tary’s table, and he would, therefore, state, in 
the condensed language of the memorial itself, the | 
relief prayed for, wich was as follows: 
1. A remission or refunding of duties on goods in original | 
packages, which have been destroyed by the late conflagra- | 
on. 
7 2. An extension of credit on all the existing bonds for | 
duties payable in this city, and falling due after the 16th of | 


| this month. 
| 3. Ageneral temporary extension of the time of payment 
of cash, and other duties on goods imported into the United 
States subsequent to the 16th of this month. 
4. An investment of a portion of the unappropriated sur- 
plus revenue of the United States, at such periods and in 
| such manner as will afford relief to the city of New York. 


These (Mr. W. said) were the-specific modes 
of relief prayed for in the memorial. It was not | 
his purpose to consider them at this time; but he | 
felt it to be a duty he owed to his colleague and | 
himself, upon the presentation of this memorial, | 
to trouble the Senate with a single remark. This | 
signal calamity upon a very numerous and most | 
important portion of their immediate constituents 
' had not been unnoticed by them, or failed to 
excite their most lively anxieties, but upon full 
deliberation they had believed that they, as the | 
immediate representatives of the State in this body, | 
should best discharge their duties here, and best | 
consult the interests of those who had suffered, 
to wait any action, so far as action of Congress | 
might be expected, until the specific wishes of | 
| those immediately concerned, and therefore most | 
/ competent to specify their wants, should be made 
known. That had now been done in the memo- 
rial he held in his hand, and he most cheerfully 
communicated those wishes to the Senate. For | 
the singi2 reason assigned, and for no other, his 
colleague and himself, up to this time, had re- 
mained silent upon this important subject, and 
had not made any proposition, or in any shape 
brought the matter to the notice of the Senate. 
Mr. W. then moved that the memorial, with- 
| out a reading, be referred to the Committee on 
| Finance, and that the same be printed. 
Mr. WEBSTER said that the memorial pre- 
sented by the gentleman from New York [Mr. 
| Wricut]} went into questions of right and ex- 
pediency. All the specific requests contained in 
the memorial were certainly such as deserved the 
orompt and serious action of Congress. For one, 
be would express an opinion in'relation to the last 
specific remedy mentioned in the memorial. He 
looked upop that as the most ready and efficacious 
remedy. They all knew there was a surplus rev- 
enue in the Ticmiary. By this distribution of 
the funds asked for, an equitable relief would be | 
afforded. The most effectual remedy at present 
was to make the money market easy. 
The memorial was then referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. SOUTHARD, from the Committee on Na- 
val Affairs, to which the subjects had severall 
been referred, reported the following bills; whieh 
were read and ordered to a second reading: 

A bill for the relief of Henry B. Tyler, execu- | 
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_ certain experiments be made at the Mint of the 


United States, under the direction of the said 
Doctor Barclay, with a view to an improvement 
of the gold coins of the United States; which wag 
read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on 
Finance, to which the memorial on the subject 
had been referred, reported a bill for the relief of 
the owners of the brig Despatch and cargo; which 
was read, and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. WHITE, from the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petition of 
Benjamin Murphy, reported a bill for his relief; 
which was al, and ordered to a second reading, 

BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. ROBINSON, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
to establish a surveyor gencral’s office in Illinois; 
which was read twice, and referred. 


RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED. 


Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
resolutions; which lie on the table one day: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to com- 
municate to the Senate the report of a survey recently 
made under the direction of the War Departmen’, “of a 
road from the Maumee Bay, through the northern counties 
of Indiana, to or near the rapids of Illinois river, and thence 
to the Mississippi river to sume point between Rock Island 
and Quincy.” . 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of authorizing, by law, a 
final settlement of the claims of the legal representatives 
of John H. Piatt, deceased, on principles of equity, and that 
the documents in the case be referred to the same com- 
mittee. 

Resolved, That the Committee»on Commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of establishing a 
port of entry, or a port of delivery, at Michigan City. 


RESOLUTIONS AGREED TO. 


The resolutions submitted on Thursday last b 
Messrs. Gotpsporoucy, Grunpy, Porter, on 
Hussarp,were severally considered and agreed to. 
Z BILLS REFERRED. 

The following bills were severally read the 
second time and referred: 

The bill to change the organization of the Gen- 
eral Post Office; 

The bill providing for the increase of the corps 
of Engineers, and for other purposes; 

The bill to grant the State of Missouri a cer- 
tain quantity of land for the purposes of internal 

improvement; 
he bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher and 

others; and 

The bill for the relief of Joseph Hertick. 


NEWSPAPERS TO SENATORS. 
The joint resolution for the supply of Senators 
with newspapers, was read a second time, and 
Sebatlovas as in Committee of the Whole, and 
| ordered to a third reading. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he would, to- 
morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill providing for 
a better organization of the corps of United States 
Topographical Engineers. 

Mr. LIN N gave notice that, on to-morrow, he 





would ask leave to introduce the following bills: 
A bill for the aaa. of a debt due to the 
heirs of Antoine Be tier; 
A bill for the payment of a debt due to Joseph 
Bogy; 
bill for the payment of a debt due to Pierre 


! 


| Menard; 


A bill confirming the title of Joseph Sorin, 
| alias La Rochelle, and those claiming under him, 
| to a tract of land in Missouri; and 


veys of the public lands. 

r. CALHOUN gave notice, that on to-mor- 
row he would ask leave to introduce the following 
resolutior and bills, viz: 

| A resolution, proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States, providing for 


i 


A bill providing for the erection of certain sur- 


tor of Colonel Richard B. Smith, deceased; |! a distribution of the surplus revenue among the 


A bill providing for the settlement of the ac- | 
counts of Michacl Hogan, deceased; 
A bill to fix the compensation of certain clerks 
in the Navy Department; and 
bill for the relief of Commodore Isaac Hull. 
‘Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 


| nance, to which had been referred the memorial 
of Doctor James T. Barclay, of Virginia, on the 
' subject, reported a joint resolution, directing that 


| several States and Territories until the “ee 1843; 
| A bill to regulate the deposits of the public 
money;and - 
A bill to repeal the first and second sections of 
| * an act to limit the term of office of certain offi- 
_cers therein named,’’ approved the 15th of May, 
1820, and for other purposes. : 
After the consideration of executive business, 


the Senate adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Mownpay, December 28, 1835. 


Mr. JARVIS, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed, whose duty it 
shall be to consider all matters touching the public buildings 
aud public grounds within the city of Washington, with 
leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The committee was ordered to consist of nine 
member. 

Mr. LOYALL, on leave, submitted the follow- 
ing resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed on the 
part of this House, who, together with three persons to be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, shall direct the expend- 
iture of the money appropriated for the Library of Con- 
gress. 

CONSTITUTION OF MICHIGAN. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
message of the President of the United States, 
transmitting a copy of the Constitution and other 
documents, originating with a convention in the 
Territory of Michigan, with a view to the form- 
ation of a State government out of said Terri- 


tory. 

The question pending was that of reference, a 
motion having been made to refer the subject to 
the Committee on the Territories, and also a 
motion to refer to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, said he 
would avail himself of this opportunity to say a 
few words on this subject. He believed this an 
entirely new question—that the House had never, 
on any former occasion, entertained one precise] 
similar to this. ‘The general rule, he understood, 
was, that when a subject is proposed, although 
in some respects it may be new, yet, if it be re- 
ferable to any of the standing committees, it ought 
to be referred to said committee. This he took to 
be the general rule of this House, and it struck 
him that this subject ought to go to some one or 
other of the standing committees. It seemed to 
be a question whether this subject ought to go to 
the Committee on the Territories, or to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. He thought it ought to be 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. This 
question, in relation to the boundary of ichigan, 
had heretofore been submitted to the Committee 
on the Territories, and that committee, after an 
investigation of some days, would not take upon 
themselves the decision of it, because they con- 
sidered it a judicial matter; and ifit wasa judicial 
matter then, it is certainly a judicial matter now. 
Whenever a question involving any point of law 
is to be referred, it is referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. There are involved in this 
question various points of law. The gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Joun Y. Mason,] said thatall 
prosmeanes were in favor of a select committee. 

e asked the gentleman where there was an in- 
stance precisely analogous to the present one. If, 
then, it be conceded that the Judiciary Committee 
isthe correct one to determine all mattersof law, it 
certainly is the committee to which this subject 
should be appropriately referred. 

Mr. MASON, of Virginia, said as there seemed 
to be some confusion of the question under con- 
sideration, he would withdraw his motion to refer 
toa select committee. He said, in the cases here- 
tofore of the admission of new States, there had 
been a law passed authorizing the people to meet 
in convention and form aconstitution. At present 
Michigan has established a constitution, and she 
claims it as her right to be admitted into the Union. 
He remembered that the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories had reported a bill authorizing the people 
to do the very thing they have now done, but it 
was not considered. The subject now to be in- 
vestigated is this: Is Michigan entitled to be ad- 
mitted as a State into the Union? He said the 
boundary question had already been referred to 
an able committee, and he hoped the merits of 
the question, when they came to be discussed, 
would be met in a spirit of liberality and justice. 
In his mind, the judicial question could hardly be 
settled by this House. Michigad asks, as one of 
the States, to be admitted into the Union. That 
is the question. The boundary question ought 
to be kept separate and distinct. He was 4is- 
posed to decide the question fairly and impartially. 


ee eee 


His impression was that it ought to go to the Com- 


mittee on the Territories. 
Mr. WHITTLESEY said he was glad the gen- 


| 


NAL GLOBE. 


in favor of the motion then before the House, to 


53 








| send the whole subject to the Committee on the 


| tleman from Virginia had withdrawn his proposi- 1 


tion, referring this matter to a select committees 


an hasa right to come here and claim admission 


| mto the Union; but it is whether we will give her, 
| the boundaries she prescribes in her own consti- 


} 


| 
| 
| 


| Territories. 


tution. She claims a tract of country which has 


| no right to be under her jurisdiction, and this 


subject is to be referred to the Committee on the 
Sir, the Committee on the Judiciary 
is certainly the most appropriate committee. Will 
you refer a subject to the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories, which, by their decision, may transfer a 


|| Judiciary. 


The question was then taken on this motion, 


| and decided as follows: 
He said the gentleman had fallen into a mistake, || 
So far from this being an incidental question, it | 
was the main question. It is not whether Michi- | 


YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Ashley, 
Bailey, Beardsley, Bell, Bond, Boon, Boyd, Briggs, Bunch, 
Jobn Calhoon, William B.Calhoun, Campbell, Carr, Carter, 
Casey, Chaney, Childs, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, 
Conner, Corwin, Craig, Crane, Darlington, Davis, Deberry, 
Denny, Evans, Everett, Fartin, Forester, French, Philo C. 


| Fuller, Rice Garland, Graham, Granger, Graves, Grayson, 


Grennell, Griftin, Hiland Hall, Hamer, Hammond, Hanne- 


| gan, Hard, Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hazeltine, Heister, 


Hoar, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntsman, Janes, Jarvis, 


| Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kennon, 


Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Lawrence, 


| Lay, Luke Lea, Liacoin, Lucas, Sampson Mason, Maury, 


great number of citizens of the State of Ohio to | 
the Territory or State of Mighigan? This would | 


be the consequence of sending this matter to that 
committee. He said he had as much confidence 


in the Committee on the Territories as the gen- | 
tleman from Virginia; but he wished to have them | 


confined to their appropriate duty; and he hoped 
that we should all come to the decision that this 


i 


1e Judiciary. 


Mr. CORWIN said, if gentlemen would refer | 
to the constitution of Michigan which had been 


laid on the Speaker’s table, they would find that 
she asked to be admitted with hie boundary es- 
tablished, and prescribed by herself. 
not ask us to alter her constitution, but to admit 
her with her boundaries already fixed. What 


She does | 


will be the consequence of admitting this State | 


into the Union with the boundary prescribed in 
her constitution? 
will be that Congress will have determined this 
to be the proper and true boundary of the State. 


Congress has no power to alter her constitution; | 
and if she is admitted she must be admitted with | 
He thought the Committee | 
on the Judiciary the most a propriate committee | 
He said if the House | 


her own boundary. 


to refer this matter to. 
wanted a decision which was to be satisfactory, 
let it come from that committee to whom the 
nation looks for a legal decision. If it went else- 
where, the 
question ha 
mittee. 

Mr. HOWARD said, understanding it to be 


the wish of the gentlemen from Ohio to get a vote 


on their motion for a reference to the Committee | 


on the Judiciary, he would not impede that wish, 
though he should himself vote against it. 


Why, the direct consequence | 


eople would not believe that the | 
been decided by the proper com- | 


May, McCarty, MeKennon, McLene, Mercer, Milligan, 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Page, Parker, Patterson, Pettigrew, 
Phillips, Pinckney, Reed, Rencher, John Reynolds, Rus- 
sell, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shieids, 
Stade, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, John 


| Thomson, Waddy Thompson, Underwood, Vinton, Web- 


uestion ought to be referred to the Committee on || 


, ees Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and 
jise—113. 

NAYS—Messts. Adams, Anthony, Barton, Beale, Bean, 
Beaumont, Bovee, Brown, Buchanan, Burns, Cambreleng, 
Chapman, Chapin, Coffee, Cramer, Cushman, Dickerson, 
Doubleday, Dromgoole, Effuer, Fairfield, Fowler, Fuller, 
Galbraith, Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Haley, Samuel 8. 
Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Henderson, Holsey, 
Hopkins, Howard, Huntington, Ingham, Wijliam Jackson, 


| Jabez Jackson, Joseph Johnson, John W. Jones, Judson, 





He | 


hoped it would be sent to the Territorial Com- | 


mittee, believing, as he did, that to be the proper | 


course. The delegation from Ohio were said to 


be unanimous on this question, and if the House | 


should consent to the motion of the gentleman 
from that State, [Mr. Hampr,] it would perhaps 


create distrust in the minds of the people of || 


Michigan. Besides, (Mr. H. contended,) this 
was nota judicial question. It was ey pO of 
expediency, entirely out of the consideration of 
the Judiciary Committee. There was no point of 
legality involved in it. He should vote against 
that reference; but for the purpose of accommo- 


oresent, waive his motion to refer the matter to 


hoped it would, the motion to refer the subject to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. REYNOLDS, of Illinois, asked for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, again 
advocated the question before the House, that the 
Committee on the Judiciary was the only proper 
tribunal to which this subject should be sent. 
Mr. H. EVERETT hoped both questions, that 
of the Ghio boundary line and the Michigan con- 
stitution, would be sent to the same committee; 
for the consideration of the one question neces- 
sarily embraced the other. If the question of 
boundary was the only one, he would have no 
objection to send it to the Committee on the Ter- 
ritories; but the other involved matters purely 
of a legal character, and of itself would go to the 
Judiciary Committee. Being of opinion that both 
should go to the same committee, he should vote 


the Committee on the Territories, pledging him- |} 


self to renew it, should the House reject, as he | 


| 


ii 
i 





dating the gentlemen from Ohio, would, for the | 





Laporte, Lawler, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Loyall, Lyon, 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, John ¥Y. Mason, Moses 
Mason, McKeon, McKim, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Owens, Parks, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Phelps, 
Joseph Reynolds, Rogeys, Schenck, Seymour, Smith, 
Sprague, Taylor, Toucey, Towns, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, and Weeks—77. 

So the message of the President of the United 
States, and the accompanying documents, were 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

NORTHERN BOUNDARY OF OHIO. 

Mr. HOWARD hoped the House would then 
take up the motion to reconsider the reference of 
the papers on the northern boundary line of Ohio 
to a select committee, and he moved a suspension 
of the rules for that purpose. The rules were 
suspended—ayes 124, noes not counted. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired what would be the effect 
if the motion to reconsider prevailed ? 

The CHAIR said it would place the subject in 
possession of the House precisely as if no refer- 
ence had ever been made. 

Mr. BOND said, the very fact that the delega- 
tion from Ohio were unanimous on this question, 
ought to be a convincing proof of their impar- 
tiality and justice It was not that they had any 

yant of respect for the gentleman at the head of 
the select committee, [Mr. Apams,] but the gen- 
tleman had before had the subject before him, and 
his opinions were known to be unfavorable to one 
of the parties in this suit. There was, therefore, 
a manifest propriety, in his opinion, why that 
committee should not have charge of this matter. 
Besidts, this was a legal and judicial question, 
involving controveried points on ordinances and 
acts of Congress, and was one properly belong- 
ing to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. ADAMS would have very little to say on 
the question of reconsideration, for if the House 
should see fit to reconsider, and give the subject 
a different reference, it would relieve him and his 
colleagues on the select committee from a most 
painful and laborious duty. But as the gentle- 
man from Ohio had referred to Mr. A.’s opinion 
on this subject, he felt himself compelled to make 
a few remarks. Mr. A. referred to the proceed- 
ings of the committee on the bill from the Senate, 
settling the Ohio boundary line last session. That 
committee consisted of seven members, and six 
out of the seven were of opinion that the State 
of Ohio had no right to the disputed territory, 
but they believed that Michigaa was entitled to 
it by every law, human and aixina. Since that 
time transactions of t moment to the peace 
and welfare of the whole Union had occurred. 
The State of Ohio, by her legislative and execu- 
tive authorities, had undertaken to settle this ques- 
tion by main force. She had brought out her 
armies in array to settle this question, and if those 
armies had not been met by the adverse and hos- 
tile armies of the other party, it had been more 
owing to the digcretion of the President of the Uni- 
ted States than to the discretion of either of the 
parties in this controversy. Under these cir- 
cumstances, his friend from Ohio would permit 






























































him to consider the Territory of Michigan as a 


party to this controversy. The case was now 
this: peace having been preserved between these 
two partics, the President of the United States had 
gent to Congress two messages; the one consisting 


ofihe constitution of the State of Michigan, formed || one single iota of argument, nor one single refer- 


| 


j 


|| ment, a very able one it was, for it consisted of | 


by the people of that State, conformable to the | 


rights secured to them as citizens of the United 
States by the Constitution of the United States, 


under the act of Congress of 1805, and under the | 


irrepealable ordinance of 1787, constituting the 
same identical boundaries, the President had sent 
to Congress a message on the subject of the bound- 
ary line. With that constitution the represent- 
ative of that State had presented himself there, 
and under the claim of rights secured to him by 
the Constitution of the United States, had claimed 
a seat in that House. To the other branch of 
Congress the State had elected Senators upon the 
sare 
right, 
sion, and had been admitted as spectators. 
Mr. A.’sextreme regret, the Representative from 
the State of Michigan in that House had not yet 
been admitted upon the floor even as a common 
spectator. It became Mr. A. to say that he did 
not pretend to any such thing as impartiality be- 


ad presented themselves there for adinis- 


tween those two parties, and if the sentiment of || 
partiality, or his sense of justice, were to dis- || sages to aselect committee. Mr. A. told him that 
_he woull, with pleasure, move the reference of | 
/ one of them to a select committee, —that was the | 


}one on the boundary question; but he said it | 
. . . . 5 rr . 1} 
mterested on this question, tobe qualified? Theirs | 


qualify him from acting as a member of a com- 
mittee of the House upon this subject, how were 
twenty-nine members of that House, who were 





ens who, under the same claim of || 


was not a matter of partiality, or a matter of jus- | 


tice, but of interest. They were all united as one 
man. Yes, the nineteen members from Ohio, the 
seven from Indiana, and the three from Illinois, 
were all united as one man. 
these gentlemen that while he considered them all 


men who would, on every other question, act | 
under a sense of justice, the question under con- | 


sideration being one neither of partiality nor of 
impartiality, there could not be a difference of 
opinion among them on this question. It was to 
them a mere question of interest, and not a ques- 
tion of right, upon which they and their constit- 


uents had their arms in their hands, ready to shed || say no more on the subject. 


| decide as they thought fit, and as they thought | 
For himself, | 


the blood of their fellow-citizens with the same 
unanimity they came there to vote in favor of this 
same right of interest. And because a member 
of the House, having no interest in the question, 
had expressed his opinion on this subject, was he 


to be considered more disqualified than those gen- || 


tlemen? Because, as a mere question of right and 


wrong, a member of that House had heretofore | 


expressed, in the discharge of his duty to that 


House and the country, an opinion thatt 


ios gen- | 


tlemen had nothing but power on their side, and | 


no right, was he to be considered disqualified asa 
member of a committee on the subject?- Besides, 
the committee did not decide the question qt all, 
but merely gave their counsel and advice to the 
House; and yet these gentlemen get up and say 
that that member was disqualified, from having 


formerly given an opinion, to act on such acom- | 


mittee! He could not but admire the sense of 


justice that enabled these gentlemen to disqualify | 
a member, because he happened to have an opin- | 


ion at variance with their interest, when twenty- 
. t 
nine of them, one after another, would vote on it, 


when it was not with any one of them a question || 


of partiality or justice, but one of interest. There | 


were twenty-nine members, whose States they 
represented were directly interested in the ques- 
tion, having and exercising the right to vote; and 
a single individual, representing the Territory of 


Michigan, who had to sustain the rights of his | 


constituents upon that floor by the powers of 
speech alone, for he had no vote; and he believed 
a vote was always worth more than a speech. 
He was afraid, too, there were thirty-five more 
beside the twenty-nine, who were operated upon 
by other considerations he would not mention. 
It was his determination to be open and explicit 
on this subject, and he had offered the resolution 
for its reference to a select committee, not of his 
own instigation, for he was well aware it would 
be a most ungracious duty, but at the request of 
the Delegate from Michigan. He wished that a 
report on thisesubject should be presented from 
a committee of that House, which had never yet 
been done. A bill was passed by the other branch, 


|| ought not to pass. 


|| from one of the most 
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| sent to that House, and the only report made b 


|| a committee, was one simply stating that the bill 


He had seen an Ohio docu- 
| declarations of the power of Congress, but not 


/ ence to any question of right between the two 
| parties did it embrace. When it came to that 
| House, at the close of the session, the whole sub- 
| ject was referred to a select committee, and that 
committee, after hearing the partieson both sides, 
day after day, for more than a week together— 


|| hearing one of the ablest members of that House 


| from Ohio on his side, and hearing the then 
| Delegate from Michigan on the other—that com- 
| mittee came to the conclusion he had stated; six 


out of seven concurring that Ohio had no right | 
to this disputed territory. They made no report, | 


for there was not time to exhibit the full and 
| entire merits of the question, but contented them- 


= || selves with simply reporting that the bill from 
oO | 


the Senate onght not to pass; and upon that rec- 
ommendation the subject went over to the close 
of that session. 


or State of Michigan came to Mr. A. at the com- 
mencement of the present session, and asked him 
to move the reference of the President’s two mes- 


_would be most proper that the two messages 
should be referred to two distinct committees, 


}concurred; then the House might act unani- 
|mously. If they differed, at least everything 
| would be said that could be said on each side of 
the question. He thought it, therefore, best that 


the two subjects should be referred to two distinct | 
| committees; and, accordingly, he made the mo- | 


| tion that one should be referred to a select com- 
| mittee, leaving the other to take whatever refer- 


He should 


ence the House might think proper. 


| would be consistent with justice. 

| (Mr. A. said,) he should feel himself relieved 

esas of public duties 
upon him, if the House 

| should tranfer the duties of this select commitiee, 

_of which le had the honor to be chairman to 
one of its standing committees. 

Mr. STORER addressed the House in reply 
| to Mr. Apams, and in defense of the measures 
_adopted by the State of Ohio, in reference to the 
boundary between Ohio and Michigan. He was 
in favor of reconsidering the vote whereby the 
subject had been referred to a select committee, 
principally on the ground that the chairman of 
that committee had prejudged the case, that his 
opinion was made up, and that the weight of his 
name would have an undue influence upon the 
decision of the controversy, 

Mr. LANE next addressed the House in reply 
to the gentleman from Massachusetts, and in op- 
position to the reference to a select committee. 


| which had ever devolve 


Committee on the Judiciary—a committee which 
_ would do entire justice to all parties concerned. 
___ Mr. VINTON also rose in reply to Mr. Apams. 

He was unwilling to submit questions involving 
the rights of States, to a committee, the chairman 
of which had avowed himself prejudiced, and 
who stated that his opinions were made up. Mr. 
| V. reviewed the past history of the boundary 
question, and urged the propriety of sending the 
subject to the Judiciary Committee, or at least to 
an impartial committee, 

Mr. ADAMS asked for the yeas and nays on 
the motion to reconsider; which were ordered, 
and were as follows: * 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Bailey, Bockee, Bond, 


Boon, Buchanan, Bunch, William B. Calhoun, Campbe 
Carter, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Childs, Clai- 


Davis, Dromgooie, Effaer, Evans, Everett, Farlin, 

Pailo C. Puller, James Garland, Rice Garland, 

Granger, Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griin, Hiland Hall, 
Hamer, Hammond, Hannegan, Hardin 
Samuel 8. Harrison, e, Hoar, 


The gentleman who represented the Territory | 


each of whom should have the subject fully be- | 
fore them, and each of whom might be called upon | 


| to make a report thereon to the House, if they | 
He wished to tell | 


The House would | 


He was in favor of sending ‘the subject to the | 


ul, 
borne, Clark, Connon, Corwin, Craig, Crane, Cushing, 
Forester 


Harlan, . 
Moward, Bowel 


December 29, 





|| Hubley, Huntsman, Janes, Jarvis, Henry Johnson, John W., 
|| Jones, Benjamin dgnes, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard 
'| Klingensmith, Lane, Lawrence, Gideon Lee, Luke Lea, 

Loyall, Lueas, Martin, Sampson Mason, Maury, May’ 

ene McKennon, McKim, MeLene, Mercer, Morri:’ 
Page, Patterson, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pinckney, Recq’ 
Rencher, JohnReynolds, Rogers, Russell, William B. Shep- 
ard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Sloan, Spang. 
ler, Standeter, Storer, faliaierro, Thomas, John Thomson, 
Waddy Thompson, Toucey, Underwood, Vinton, Webster, 
Lewis Williams, and Wise—107. 

NAYS—Messrs Adams, Heman Allen, Anthony, Ashley, 
Barton, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, Borden, Briggs, 
Brown, Bynum, Cambreleng, Jonn Chambers, sleveland, 
Coffee, Cushman, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, ‘oubleday, 
Fairfield, Fowler, French, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, 
Gillet, Glascock, Haley, Joseph Hall, Haynes, Henderson, 
Heister, Holsey, Hopkins, Hunt, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, 
Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, 
Lay, Joshua Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Lyon, Job Mann, 
John Y. Mason, William Mason, Moses Mason, McComas, 
Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Parker, Parks, 
Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Phelps, Potts, Robertson, 
Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Smith, Sprague, Taylor,Towns, 
Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Weeks, 
and Sherrod Williams—79. 

So the House determined to reconsider the vote 
referring the President’s message in relation to 
the northern boundary of Ohio, to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. HAMER moved to refer the subject to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. ‘ ; 

Mr. ADAMS then withdrew his motion to 
refer to a select committee. 

The motion to refer the papers to the Committee 
on the Judiciary was then agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. EVANS, the House ad- 
journed. 
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IN SENATE. 
Turspay, December 29, 1835. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate, the 
report of the surveyors appointed to run and 
mark the northern boundary of the State of Ohio; 
which, on motion of Mr. Ropinson, was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered 
to be printed. 


PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Mr. PORTER presented the memorial of R. 
W. Meade; which was referred to the Committee 
on Claims. 

Mr. KENT presented the following petitions: 

The petition of William A. Gordon; which 
was referred the Committee on Claims; 

The petition of Stockton & Stokes, mail con- 
tractors; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads; 

The memorial of the President and Directors of 
the Bank of Washington, praying for a renewal 
of their charter; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia; and 

The petition of Barbara Mudd and others, and 
the petition of Eliza Causin and Ann Turner: 
which were referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. - ; 

Mr. TOMLINSON presented the petition of 
Lewis Newrisha, praying for a pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 

On motion of Mr. SOUTHARD, the memorial 
of the corporate authorities of Washington, pre- 
sented yesterday, was ordered to be printed. 

BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 

Mr. KING, of Alabama, on leave, introduced 
a bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes and Jere- 
miah Austin; and a bill for the relief of Theodore 
Brightwell; which were severally read twice and 
referred. 

PROCEEDS OF THE PUBLIC LANDS. 

Mr. CLAY, in pursuance of notice given, asked 
leave and introduced a bill to distribute for a lim- 
ited time the proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands among the States, and for other purposes. 


A BILL to appropriate, for a limited time, the proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands of the United States, and 
for granting land to certain States. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
from and after the thirty-first day of December, in the year 
of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, there 
be allowed and paid to each of the States of Ohio, Indiana, 
Tilinois, Alabama, Missouri, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkan- 
sas, and Michigan, over and above what each of the said 
States is entitled to by the terms of the compacts entered 
into between them and the United States, respectively, 
upon their admission into the Union, the sum of ten per 
centum upon the net proceeds of the sales of the public 
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Jands, which, subsequent to the day aforesaid, shall have 
been, or may be made within the several limits of the said 
States; Which said sum of ten per centum shall be applied 
to some Object or objects of internal improvement within 
the said States, under the direction.of their respective 
Legisatures: Provided#Tbat the sum so allowed to the 
said States, respectively shall be in no wise affected or 
diminished on account of any sums which have been here- 
tofure, or shall be hereafter, applied to the-constryction or 
continuance of the Cumberland road, but that the disburse- 
ments for the said road shall remain, as heretofore, charge- 
able on the two per centum fund provided for by compacts 
with several of the said States. 

Sec. 2. ind be it further enacted, That after deducting 
the said ten per centum, and what, by the compacts afore- 
said, has her tofore been allowed to the States aforesaid, 
the residue of the net proceeds—which net proceeds shall 
be ascertained by deducting from the gross proceeds all the 
expenditures of the year for the following objects: salaries 
and expenses on account of the General Land Office; ex- 
penses for surveying public lands; salaries and expenses 
io the surveyor general’s office; salaries, commissions, 
and allowances to the registers and receivers; the five per 
centuim to new States+of all the public lands of the United 
States, wherever situated, which shall have been, or may 
be sold subsequent to the said thirty-first day of December, 
shall be divided among the twenty-six States of the Union, 
according to their respective Federal representative popula- 





tion, as ascertained by the last census, to be applied by the | 


Legislatures of the said States to education, colonization, 
internal improvements, or the reimbursement of debt created 
for internal improvements: Provided, That nothing herein 
contained shill be construed to the prejudice of future ap- 
propriations for a redugtion of the price of the public lands, 


or to the prejudice of applications for a transfer of the pub- | 


lic lands, on reasonable terms, to the States within which 
they lie, nor to impair the power of Congress to make such 
future disposition of the public lands, or any part thereof, 
as itmay deem expedient. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the several sums 
of money received in the Treasury as the net proceeds of 
the sales of the public lands shall be paid at the Treasury 
half yearly on the first day of January and July in each year, 
during the continuance of this act, to such person or per- 


sons as the respective Legislatures of the said States shall | 


authorize and direct to receive the same. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall con- 
tinue and be in force until the thirty-first day of December, 
one thousand eight hundred and forty-six, unless the United 
States shall become involved in war with any foreign Power, 
in which event, from the commencement of hostilities, this 
act shall cease and be no longer in force: Provided, never- 
theless, That if, prior to the expiration of this act, any new 
State or States shall be admitted into the Union, there be 
assigned to such new State or States the proportion to 
which such State or States may be entitled, upon the prin- 
ciples of this act, so much of the proceeds as shall accrue 
after their admission into the Union, and upon the princi- 
ples of any of the compacts made as aforesaid with either 
of the (eae) States first mentioned. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That until the said 
thirty-first day of December, one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one, there shall be annually apprepriated for com- 
pleting the surveys of said lands, a sum not less than 
dollars; and the minimum price at which the public lands 
are now sold at private sale shall not be increased ; and in 
case the same shall be increased by law, within the period 
aforesaid, so much of this act as provides that the net pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands shall be distributed 
among the several States, shall, from and after the increase 
of the minimum price thereof, cease ang @ecome utterly 
null and of no effect, anything in this act to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That whenever, for 
two successive years, it shall appear to the Secretary of the 
Treasury that the net proceeds of the sales of the public 
lands, within any land district now established, or which 
may hereafter be established by law, shall not be sufficient 
to discharge the salaries of the officers employed by the 
United States within such district, he may discontinue such 
offices, and the lands contained in such district, remaining 
unsold, shall, in such case, be annexed to the adjoining 
district. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That there shall be 
granted to each of the States of Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Missouri, Arkansas, and Michigan, the quantity of five 
hundred thousand acres of land; to the Siate of Indiana, 
one hundred and fifteen thousand two hundred and seventy- 
two acres; to the State of Illinois, twenty thousand acres ; 
and to the State of Alabama, one hundred thousand acres 
of land, lying within the limits of said States, respectively ; 
to be selected in such manner as the Legislatures thereof 
shall direct, and located in parcels, conformably to sectional 
divisions and subdivisions, of not less than three hundred 
and twenty acres in any one location, on any public land 
subject to entry at private sale; which said locations may 
be made at any time within five years after the lands of the 
United States, in said States respectively, shall have been 
surveyed, and offered at public sale, according to existing 
laws. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That the lands herein 
granted to the States above named shall not be disposed of 
at a price less than one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
acre, until otherwise authorized by a law of the United 
States; and the net proceeds of the sales of said lands shall 
be faithfully applied to ts of internal improvement 
within the States > respectively, namely: roads 


bridges, canals, and improvement of water-courses, and 
an 
for the 


drai swamps; and such roads, canals, bridges 
wear ntianeee hen made or improved, shall be free 
transportation of the United States mail, and munitions of 
war, and for the passage of their troops,without the payment 
of any toll whatever. 


\Mr. CLAY said, that borne downas he was b 
private affliction, he felt illy prepared to obtrude 
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himself upon the attention of the Senate. He, 
however, had thought that even private affliction 
ought not to hinder him from the discharge of a 
public duty. He arose, in pursuance of notice 
given yesterday of his intention to introduce a 
bill providing for the distribution of the surplus 
revenues among the several States and Territories. 
He felt it incumbent on him to give the following 
explanation. The bill (said he) proposes a dis- 
tribution of the proceeds of the public lands for 
the years 1834,-"35,-’36, and °37, and corresponds 
with that offered in 1832. 
into a detail of the provisions of the bill.] 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


55 








it, and the Secretary of War was brooding over 


schemes to squander the whole! The spirit of 
| improvement pervaded the country—all it wanted 


, arduous in completion. 


was an intelligent direction of the means. Mary- 
land had constructed her great causeway over the 
mountains. Pennsylvania had completed another 
improvement still bolder in conception, and more 
Virginia had evinced her 


|| spirit of improvement, and a fourth State, still 


{Here Mr. C. went | 
He | 


would, for one, have been willing to have divided | 


among the seven new States the twelve and a half 

er cent., but that had been objected to by the 

resident of the United States; and objections 
had been made to it from other quarters. He had, 
therefore, thought it proper to restrict it toa more 
moderate sum, (ten per cent.) Mr. C. recited 
the several amounts of surplus revenue in the 
years 1833,-'34, and °35, making an aggregate of 
more than twenty-one millions of dollars. After 


States, he went into a recapitulation of the pro- 
portion that would be given to each of the States; 
into a table he had in his hand, prepared at the 
Secretary’s office, to which access might be had 
by any one who desired it. 

The President, in a former message, had ad- 
verted to the public lands and the relief of the 


and the proportion of all the States he had pressed | 


country from the publie debt; and, moreover, | 
had expressed a willingness to coéperate in any | 
measure adopted by Congress, calculated to pre- | 


serve the harmony, and advance the prosperity | 


of the Union. The bill was passed and presented 
to him; but was retained by him, as he (Mr. C.) 
thought, contrary to the Constitution of the United 
States. It was said, and believed at the time, that 
the President had, in anticipation of the passage 
of the bill, prepared his objebtions, and it was 
believed that if it had been returned, it would 
have passed by the constitutional majority. 
There are those, Mr. President, (said he,) who 
believe that this bill, having thus been detained 
contrary to the Constitution, is now the law of 
the land. The money arising from these lands 
was a matter of public trust, and the Government 
had a right to distribute the proceeds of the three 
last as well as of the two next years. No one 
could have read the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury without the conviction that it was pru- 


| dent at all times, rather to underrate than over- 


rate the estimate in the Treasury. He believed 


that when the returns came in, it would be found | 


to greatly exceed the amount of the estimate of 
the Secretary of the Treasury. This was not 


It 


probable receipts of the Treasury hereafter. 


ernment. 
This bill (said Mr.C.) provides, that its opera- 


tion shall cease in case of a war, and in thatevent 


rovides for a vigorous prosecution of the war. | 


e wished his opinions not to be misconceived. 
He did not wish it to be understood that he be- 
lieved the General Government had the power to 
levy and collect taxes solely for the purposes of 
distribution among the States. This bill was 
founded upon express stipulations in the several 
deeds by which the public lands have been ceded 
by the several States to the Government. He 
had ever regarded, with the profoundest regret, 
the decision of the President. If he (the Presi- 
dent) had pursued a different course, the several 
States could respectively have prosecuted with 
energy the great objects of internal improvement, 
education, and colonization. [Hére Mr. Cray 
expatiated at some length upon the blessings and 
advantages of these objects.} When we institute 
a comparison, said he, between what might have 
been done, with these twenty millions, and what 
has been done, our sensations of regret become 
infinitely deep. Instead of becoming an object 
of national benefit, it had been an object of seram- 
ble. Instead of advancing the great interests of 
our country, it had been appropriated to partial 
and local objects, seattered about among a parcel 
of petty corporations, who stand growling over 


further South, had commenced an important 
‘work; but without the aid of this fund, he feared 
she could never accomplish it. 

Let us, said he, give to the States what is their 
own—the proceeds of the public lands. Placing 


| this exhaustless fund in the hands of the Presi- 


| be 
|| a quarter unfriendly to him to refer the subject 


dent was giving him the power described by the 
British bard. 

This affair of the public land had originally 
en forced upon him; a motion was made from 


| to the Committee on Manufactures, of which he 
| was a member, and to which motion he was op- 


|| posed, as not properly belonging to that com- 
deducting the percentage reserved to the new || mittee. 


But the unnatural alliance was ordered 
by a vote of the majority of the Senate. He felt 
that a personal embarrassment was intended for 
him. He felt asif a many-edged instrament had 
been - into his hands, the handling of which 

would necessarily wound him. Scarcely was the 

report which accompanied the bill read, till a 

| motion was made to refer it to the Committee on 

| Public Lands, to produce a countervailing report. 
| But, in despite of all exertions, the bill passed. 
He now felt anxious for the passage of the bill. 
| No bill was fraught with more unmixed good or 
enduring benefit to the nation than itwas. If he 
could be instrumental in effecting its passage, he 
should go into retirement, into which he shortly 
expected to go, with highly gratified feelings, 
which he described in emphatic language. 

Mr. C., in conclusion, took a retrospect of his 
past life. He adverted to the circumstance of his 
being left an orphan, his widowed mother, her 
| numerous offspring, and embarrassed cir¢éum- 
| stances—unaided himself by adventitious circum- 
stances, he felt as if he ought to be grateful to his 
/countrymen for the high honors their partiality 


|| had conferred upon him, for which, in return, he 


| had aimed at an honest, faithful, and zealous dis- 
| charge of his duties. 
The bill was then read twice, and referred to 


DISTRIBUTION OF SURPLUS REVENUE. 


Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced the fol- 


| the Committee on Public Lands. 


|| lowing bills; which were read and ordered to a 


} 





|| second reading: 
the time for him to enter into an estimate of the | 


| A-resolution proposing an amendment to the 


i 


‘| Constitation of the United States, providing for 
| was not, however, difficult to show that, exclusive | 


of the surplus, as reported, there would be abund- | 
ant funds left for the ordinary expenses of Gov- | 


a distribution of the surplus revenue among the 
several States and Territories, until the year 1843; 

A bill to regulate the deposits of the public 
money ; and 

A bill to repeal the first and second sections of 
** An act to limit the term of office of certain offi- 
cers therein named,’’ approved the 15th of May, 
1820, and for other purposes. 


REDUCTION OF DUTIES. 


Resolved, That the report of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury of the Loth instant, relative to the duties that may be 
reduced or repealed, be referred to the Committee on Man- 
ufactures, with instructions to report a bill providing for 
the reduction or repeal of all duties which, in their opinion 
may be reduced or repealed consistently with a due regard 
to the manufacturing interests. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice given, asked 
| and obtained leave, and introduced the following 
bills; which were severally read, and ordered toa 
second reading: 
A bill for the payment of a debt due to the 
heirs of Antoine Peltier; 
A bill for the payment of a debt due to Joseph 


mat for the payment of a debt due to Pierre 


Menard; i J 
4 bill confirming the title of Joseph Sorin, 
alias La Rochelle, and those claiming under him, 


to a tract of land in Missouri; and 
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A bill providing for the execution of certain 
surveys of the public lands. 
RESOLUTIONS AGREED TO. 


The three resolutions submitted yesterday by 
Mr. Hewpricks were severally considered and | 
agreed to. | 

| 





JAMES BARRON'S PATENT. 
The bill to extend the patent right of James | 
Jarron was read the second time, and considered | 
as in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a’| 
third reading. 


NEWSPAPERS FOR SENATORS. 


The joint resolution for the supply of the Senate | 


} 


with newspapers was considered ; and after some | 
remarks in opposition to it from Mr. Kina, of 
Georgia, and an ineffectual motion by Mr. Kuient 
to lay it on the table, it was ordered to be en- 
grossed—yeas 3], nays 7. 
After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned. | 
fiOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvurspay, December 29, 1835. 





| 
| | 








Ways and Means; and that the whole memorial 
| be printed; which motion was agreed to. 
| (Mr. Tournixy presented a petition, asking for 
anappropriation to construct a harbor at the mouth 
| of St. Joseph’s river, on Lake Michigan; 
Also, several petitions for the constructi»n of 
| a harbor at the mouth of Eighteen Mile creek, 
| in the county of Niagara, New York; 
| A petition asking for an appropriation to im- 
| prove the harbor at the mouth of Salmon river, 
in the county of Oswego, New York; 

Also, a petition asking for an a propriation 
| to construct a ship canal round the Falls of Ni- 

agara. 

Mr. PARKER, of New Jersey. 

Messrs. McKENNAN, MILLER, WAGEN- 
| ER, MUHLENBERG, BEAUMONT,CLARK, 
| HARPER, DENNY, ANTHONY, HARRI- 
| SON, HEISTER, HUBLEY, and LAPORTE, 
| of Pennsylvania; : 

Messrs. THOMAS, HOWARD, McKIM, 
land PEARCE, of Maryland; 
| Messrs. ROBERTSON, McCOMAS, CRAIG, 
_BOULDIN, BEALE, JOHNSON, LOYALL, 
| TALIAFERRO, MORGAN, MERCER, GAR- 
|, LAND, JONES, WISE, DROMGOOLE, MA- 





The Hon, Ex: Moore, of New York, attenued || SON, and CLAIBORNE, of Virginia; 


and was qualified. 
THE APPROPRIATION BILLS. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG remarked, that he was 
instructed by the Committee of Waysand Means 
to report several appropriation bills. He would 
move to suspend the rule, in order to afford an 
opportunity to the standing committees generally 
to report. 

Mr. MERCER objected to the motion, Sev- 
eral of the committees had, at this time, no busi- 
ness before them. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG then moved to suspend 
the rule, for the purpose of enabling the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means to report, and have 
printed, certain appropriation bills. 

This motion was also negatived—ayes 93, noes 
50—two thirds being necessary. 

PETITIONS, MEMORIALS, ETC. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by 


Messrs. ADAMS, LAWRENCE,’ BORDEN, 
GRENNELL, REED, HOAR, JACKSON, and 
PHILLIPS, of Massachusetts. 

Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island. 


Messis. TOUCEY, INGHAM, HALEY, and || 


JUDSON, of Connecticut. 

{Mvr. Jupson presented the petitions of the | 
mayor, alderman, &c., of the city of Norwich, 
praying thatthe city of Norwich be constituted a 
port of entry; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed.) 

Messrs. EVERETT, ALLEN, and HALL, 
of Vermout. 

Messrs. WARDWELL, CAMBRELENG, 
McKEON, TURRILL, CRAMER, BEARDS- | 
LEY, BROWN, VANDERPOEL, CHAPIN, 
MASON, LAY, CHILDS, HUNT, BOCKEE, 


W. K. FULLER, HUNTINGTON, WARD, || 


HAZELTINE, GILLET, and LANSING, of | 
New York. 
{Mr. Camprecene presented the memorial of | 


sundry merchants of*the city of New York, suf- |! 


ferers in the late fire there. The memorial (said 
Mr. ©.) waslong,and contained much useful and | 
Important information in relation to the laws of 
the country, applicable to this subject. The sub- 
ject had been already reported on; but the me- | 
morial would be found to embrace some points | 
not meluded in that bill, With permission of 
the House, Mr. C, would take that opportunity 
of saying, that he should have called up that bill | 
before, had it not been for the receipt of this me- 
merial, and the expectation that a committee of 
the citizens would be in personal attendance on 
the subject. In consequence of that, he had not 
called hs attention of the House to the bill, and 
should not probably do so before Monday next. 
In the mean time, he hoped the New York com- 
mittee would be on here. As the memorial was 
long, he should move that so much of it as had 
been already reported on be referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Umon, 
and so much as does not relate to the provisions 
of that bill be referred to the Committee of 





Messrs. GRAHAM and W. B. SHEPARD, 
| of North Carolina. 
| (Mr. W. B. Sueparp presented the memorial 
| of the president, directors, &c. of several of the 
| banking institutions in the District of Columbia, 
| praying an extension of the charters of said in- 
| stitutions, which he moved be referred to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia.] 


Mr. THOMAS, of Maryland, submitted the 
following motion in reference to the foregoing 
| memorials: 


Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to in- 
quire into the condition of the currency of the District of 
| Columbia, to whom shall be referred the memorial now 
| presented, and all other memorials which shall be presented 
| to Congress at its present session, praying for an extension 
of the charters of the existing banks in said District, or for 
the establishment of any other bank or banks in their stead ; 
and that said committee be authorized to act in conjunction 
with any similar committee which may be appointed on the 
part of the Senate, to inspect the books and examine into 
the proceedings of said banks, to ascertain whether their 
charters have been violated or not, and whether any abuses 
or mal-practices have existed in their management, and to 
send for persons and papers, to examine witnesses on oath, 
and to appoint a clerk to record their proceedings. 


The SPEAKER said, as there were two propo- 
sitions to refer, which were likely to give rise to 
| discussion, the subject must, under the rule, lie 
| over one day. 

Memorials, &c. were further presented by 

Messrs. PINCKNEY, HAMMOND, PICK- 
ENS, and THOMPSON, of South Carolina; 





|| Messrs. GLASCOCK and COFFEE, of Geor- 


1a; 
. Messrs. WILLIAMS, FRENCH, JOHNSON, 
; UNDERWOOD, HARLAN, GRAVES, and 
ALLAN, of Kentucky; 
| Messrs. JOHNSON, DUNLAP, SHIELDS, 
CARTER, STANDIFER, the SPEAKER, and 
LEA, of Tennessee. 
{[Mr. C. Jounson presented the petition of Bev- 
_erly Herrin and others, asking the right of pre- 
emption for the lands upon which they reside, 
on the Salt Lick reservation, in the counties of 
Humphreys and Henry, which was referred; 
Also, the petitionof James Barret, asking con- 
firmation of his claim in the Territory of Arkan- 
sas; 
Also, the claim of Burnet, claiming com- 
pensation for a horse lost in the Seminole cam- 
aign. 
2 Mr. Sutexps presented the petition of Tho- 
mas F. McCanlass, praying compensation for a 
horse lost in the military service of the United 
| States, during the late war between this country 
| and Great Britain; 4 
Also, the petition of David McCanlass, for 
compensation for property lost in the same ser- 











vice; which, without being read, on motion of 
Mr. Suie.ps, were referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Also, the petition of Mrs. Ann Anderson, 
praying indemnity for property destroyed and 
taken by the Cherokee Indians in 1787; which, 
on motion of Mr. Surexps, without being read, 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs.] 
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Messrs. MASON, CRANE, THOMPSON, 
KENNON, STORER, BOND, PATTERSON, 
CORWIN, WHITTLESEY,McLENE, WEB. 


| STER, and KILGORE, of Ohio. 


(Mr. Patrerson presente® petitions from the 
citizens of the State of Ohio, praying for tlie con- 
struction of u road from Lower Sandusky, in the 

| State of Ohio, to the Greenville treaty line. 
‘Also, a petition for the improvement of the har. 
| bor at the mouth of Vermilion river on Lake 
| Erie, inthe State of Ohio; also, for removing the 
sand-bar at the mouth of Sandusky bay; also, 
for improving the harbor at Port Clinton on Lake 
Erie; also, for removing the bar near the mouth 
of Huron river; also, for improving the mouth 
of Sandusky river; also, for a beacon light on 
Cedar point, at the mouth of Sandusky bay; also, 
for a mail route from Bucyrus, in Crawford 
county, to Tiffin, in Seneca county; also, from 
Jeromeville, in Wayne county, to Runner’s, in 
Richland county; also, from Perrysburg, in Wood 
county, to Bucyrus, in Crawford county; also, 
from Perrysburgh in Wood county, to Melmore, 
in Seneca county; also, from Sandusky city to 
Finley, in Hancock county; also, from New 
Haven, in Huron county, to Resden, in Marion 
county; also, from Tiffin, in Seneca county, to 
Sandusky city, in Huron county; 

Also, the petition of Henry St. John, for re- 
muneration bor property lost in the late war; 

Also, the petition of Ebenezer Smith, who 
prays for a pension on account of wounds re- 
ceived in the late war; 

Also, the petition of Thomas Spratt, who asks 
to be placed on the pension list.] 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana; 

Messrs. LANE, HANNEGAN, KINNARD, 
| CARR, BOON, McCARTY, and DAVIS, of 
Indiana. 

{Mr. Hannecan presented the following pe- 
| titions: For a post route from Toledo, in the State 
of Ohio, through Indiana, to Juliet, in the State 
of Illinois; fora post route from the town of Elk- 
heart, in Indiana, to Bronson, in Michigan; for 
a post route from White Pigeon, in Michigan 
Territory, to the town of Elkheart, in Indiana. 

Mr. Kinwarp presented the petition of Christian 
Shell, alleging depredations’ committed on his 
property by the Miami and Pottawaiomie Indians, 
in the State of Indiana; also, the memorial of Dr. 
David H. Maxwell, claiming compensation for 
medical services rendered to the United States 
Rangers of the Indiana Territory, in 1813and 1834 

Mr. Davis presented the petition of Thomas 
Holder, and some additional vouchers in the claim 
of Francis Yigo, of Knox county, Indiana. 

On motion 6f Mr. Carr, the petition of E. La- 
landes, the petition of Robert Farmer, the petition 
of Joshua Eeassay, and the petition of Thomas 
G. Newbolds, were referred to the Committee 
on Private Land Claims; also, the petition of the 
heirs of Jacob Smith, deceased, on the files of the 
| House, was referred to the Committee on Private 
|| Land Claims.]} 
| Messrs. CASEY, MAY, and REYNOLDS, 

of Illinois; 

[Mr. Casey presented the memorial of the Leg- 
islature of Illinois, praying the establishment of 
|| ports of entry on the Wabash river, and at other 
points in said State; referred to the Committee 
on Commerce; also, the petition of sundry citizens 
‘of Vermilion county, in the State of Illinois, 
_ praying for an appropriation of land to improve 
| the road fiom Chicago by Danville, Paris, Darwin, 
and Palestine, to Vincennes, in Indiana; referred 
_ to the Committce on Roads and Canals. 
| Mr. May presemed the following petitions, 
| among others, all of which were referred to the 
| appropriate committees: ; 

Che petition of Albion T. Crow, praying re- 
muneration for the loss of a stable, which was 
destroyed by fire whilst in possession of the troops 
in the service of the United States. 

Also, the petition of the county commissioners 
of Jo Daviess county, praying permission to enter, 
under certain conditions, for county purposes, @ 
section of land embracing the town of Galena. 


' 

















Also, the petitions of John Scott, Michael 
Thornton, Jane Scammahorn, James Trumble, 
Isaac B. Essex, Thomas W. Taylor, Jamies Ba- 
ker, and Daniel Bush.] 

Mr. Reynoxps presented the claim of Robert 














Morrison, Esq., of Kaskaskia, Illinois, praying || 
remuneration for property taken by the Kickapoo | 
Indians; which was referred to the Committee on 
Indian Affairs. | 
Also, the claim of the heirs of N. Janot, de- 
ceased, praying indemnity for property taken by 
the Indian enemy in the late war with Great 
Britain; which was referred to the Committee on | 
Indian Affairs. 





The memorial of sundry citizens of Clay 
county, praying fora line of military posts on 
the western frontier, and for the removal of the 
superintendency of Indian affairs from the city 
of St. Louis to some point on the western fron- 
tier. 

Mr. H. also moved that the report of the eom- 
missioners appointed to adjust the private land 
claims in the State of Missouri, made to Concress 

Also, the claim of James McLane, praying the | in 1833, and the supplemental report of the same, 

rivilege to purchase another forty-acre tract of |, made in 1834, be referred to the Committee on 
foal, he having already purchased two fortyeacre || the Public Lands, and be printed.] 
tracts. He states also in his case, that he hopes Mr. SEVIER, of Arkansas, 
that he and other American citizens will have || Messrs. EVANS, HALL, JARVIS, SMITH, 
the same privilege extended to him and them as | and FAIRFIELD, of Maine, 
were given to foreigners on a former occasion; |; Messrs. PIERCE and CUSHMAN, of New 
which was referred to the Committee on Public | Hampshire. 
Lands. “Which petitions and memorials were (with the 

Also, the petition of the inhabitants of Madison || exceptions stated) referred to the appropriate | 
met: Illinois, praying relief m the reloca- || committees. 
tion of a section of land for school purposes; | tai inl tel wen . 
which was referred to the Committee So ublic || BRECUTIY 5 COMMUNICATIONS. 

| - The SPEAKER presented to the House the 


Lands. | 
And also the memorial of the General Assem- | following communications: 
I. From the Secretary of War, in pursuance 


bly of the State of Illinois, praying for a bounty j 
in land to the soldiers who defended the Territory | of the act of May, 1830, transmitting the annual 
of Illinois in the late war; which was referred ck in relation to applications for pensions; 
to the Committee on Public Lands; | which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 
Messrs. LYON, MARTIN, LAWLER, and | printed. 
Il, Acommunication from the Secretary of the 


CHAPMAN, of Alabama. | 
Messrs. ASHLEY and HARRISON, of Mis- |, Treasury,on the subject of weights and measures; 
|| which was laid on the table, and ordered to be 


° | 
souri. | wh 
{Mr. Asutey presented the following memo- printed. 


RESOLUTION SUBMITTED. 


Mr. MASON, of Ohio, offered the following 
resolution; which, by the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
communicate to the House of Representatives the report 
of the survey and examination made pursuant to an act | 
of Congress, approved March 3, 1835, by Captain Canfield, | 
under the direction of the War Department, of the line of 
the national road between Springfield in the State of Ohio, 
as ; | and Richmond in the State of Indiana; and that he further 
Todd, and the citizens of Cote San Des Sign, for || roport whether the Prestdent of the United States has 


Indian depredations; || approved or disapproved of the same. 
Petition of Frederick Dent and others, in rela- || RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED. | 


| 
tion to lands; ” a aa neat ; 
Petition of John Howell, in relation to lands; || = eae AN, by: eee CORN, 
submitted the following resolutions; which were 


Petition of James Baldridge, in relation to || eet 
"Potion of William Walker, and the heirs of | Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims | 

. ° | be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing | 
Samuel Brown, in relation to lands; ' to the heirs or legal representatives of Thomas Gordon, 

Petition of George Symington, for the payment || deceased, a sum of money due him for services rendered 
of a certain sum of money; during the revolutionary war. 

Petition of the citizens of Washington and Jef- 
ferson counties, asking the establishment of a | 
new land district. 

Mr. Asutey asked the reference of documents 
on file, in relation to a grant of land to the town 
of Louisiana, Missouri, for the use of a school. 

Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, presented the 
petition of Wynkoop Warner, praying for the 
licuidation of his claim for baggage lost during | 
the war; | 

The petition of John Wiley and Jefferson Greer, | 
praying for remuneration for improvements put | 
upon land bought of the Government by them, 
and which had previously been sold; 

The petition of Robert Murray, praying for a 
change of entry; 

The petition of numerous citizens in the State 
of Missouri, praying for a mail route from Jeffer- || 
son city, through the counties of Morgan, Benton, || Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Polk, and Greene, to Little Rock, Arkansas Ter- || Ways and Means, reported the following bills; 
ritory; || which were read twice, committed to the commit- 

The petition for a mail route from Jefferson || 
city to Palmyra, in the State of Missouri, from || ordered to be printed, to wit: 
sundry citizens of Boone; | A bill making appropriations 

The petition of Jeremiah Clay and Nancy Clay, | support of Government for the year 1836; 
praying for a grant of land; 

he petition of sundry citizens, praying for a | 
new land district at Jefferson city, in the State 
of Missouri; | 

The petition of sundry citizens of Calloway 
and Monroe counties, Missouri, praying for : 


rials and petitions: 

Memorial of the Legislature of Missouri, | 
asking an extension of the boundaries of the || 
State; | 

Memorial of the Mayor and Aldermen of St. || 
Louis, asking an pepeereneee for the improve- | 
ment of the harbor of that city; 

Petition of Joseph Boggs, David McGill, Abra- 
ham Groom, Elisha Todd, Ira Cottle, David 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of allowing to 
the heirs of Colonel George Morgan, an officer of the revo- 
lutionary ar 
tor life, to Winelt he was entitled, and that they have leave 
to report by bili or otherwise. 


Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, reported the following resolutions; 
which were agreed to: 

Resolved, That so much of the letter of the Navy com- 
missioners of the 12th of November last as relates to the 
| employment of a steward at the Washington navy-yard, and 

to changes in the compensation of certain clerks and other 
| officers at various navy-yarde, be referred to the Committee 
| on Naval Affairs. oe 

Resolved, That so much of the estimate of appropriations 
and of the communications of the Quartermaster General 





Military Affairs. 
REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 





of revolutionary and other pensions, for the year 
1836; 


A bill making appropriations for the support 

| of the Army for the year 1836; 
A bill making appropriations for certain fort- 
| ifications of the United States for the year 1836; 
and 
| A bill to authorize the proper officers of the 
| Treasury Department to credit the accoufit of 
| the Treasurer of the United States with the 
| amount of unavailable funds standing to his debit 


mail route from Fulton to Paris; 

The petition of William Monroe and Joseph 
Wolfskill, praying for remuneration for losses 
sustained in the nslick settlement, by the 
friendly Sacs, during the war; 

_ The petition of Joshua Pilcher, praying the 
liquidation of his claim for overpaying an Indian 
interpreter; 


} 
| 
| 
| vice for the year 1836; 
| 
‘ 
| 
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on the books of the Treasury, and to transfer 
amount to the debt of the banks and individuals 
indebted for the same. 


Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Claims || 


the five years’ full pay in lieu of half pay, || 


| as relates to extra compensation to clerks, and the salary of | 
clerks in that department, be referred to the Committee on | 


i} 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and | 
\| 
, in part, for the ] 


| 


A bill making appropriations for the payment | 


A bill making appropriations for the naval ser- | 


57 


nr neat 





the 


Mr. MASON, of Virginia, from the Commit- 


tee on Foreign Affairs, reported a bill to carry 
into effect the convention with Spain; which was 
read twice, committed to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state vf the Union, and ordered to 
be printed. 


Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions, reported a bill granting pensions to 


certain persons therein named; which was read 


twice and comrnitted. 

Mr. PHILLIPS, from the Committee on Com- 
merece, reported the following bills; which were 
read twice and committed: 

A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Olmsted, 
master and owner of the schooner Sally, and the 
crew of said vessel; 

A bill for the relief of the officers, owners, and 
crew of the schooner Mary, of Marblehead, Mas- 
sachusetts; ; 

A bill for the relief of Ebenezer Phillips and 
others; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph W. Green and 
the owners and crew of the fishing schooner Two 

jrothers, of Marblehead, Massachusetts; and 

A bill for the relief of George Groot and 
others. 

Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Indian 


| Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of Benjamin 


and Nancy Merrill; which was read twice and 
committed, 

Mr. B. said he would avail himself of the op- 
portunity, the first that had presented itself, to 
make an inquiry in relation to a subject of much 
importance, and which had created considerable 
alarm in the country. He alluded to the election 
of a President by the House of Representatives. 
The President of the United States had recom- 
mended this subject to the consideration of Con- 
gress, and a select committee of the House had 
charge of it. His object in rising was to inquire 
of the chairman of that committee, if present, or 
if absent, from some member of that committee, 
when they might expect a report upon the im- 
portant matter to which he had referred. 

Mr. DROMGOOLE (the chairman ofthe select 
committee) remarked in reply, that the commit- 
tee had not yet held a meeting. A day had, 
however, been appointed for that purpose, and 
he presumed that the committee would discharge 
the duty assigned with fidelity and prompt- 
ness, 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Grusham; which was read twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported the following resolution; which 
was agreed to: 

Resolved, Thnt the Committee on Claims be discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of William: Robertson, 
and that the same, with the account accompanying it, be 

_ referred to the President of the United States. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 

Land Claims, reported the following bills; which 


'| were read twice and committed: 


A bill for the relief of the citizens of Monroe 
county, Indiana; and 
‘aad a bill for the relief of William Bowman. 
| Unfavorable reports upon petitions, &c., were 
_made by Messrs. MERCER, HAMMOND, and 
| WHITTLESEY, from standing committees. 
, On motion of Mr. McKIM, the House ad- 
| journed. 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 30, 1835. 


| Petitions were presented by Messrs. KENT 
‘and DAVIS. 


REVORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


| Mr. LEIGH, from the Committee on Revolu- 
| tionary Claims, to which had been referred the 
bill for the relief of the heirs of Robert Jewitt, 
deceased, reported the same without amend- 
| ment. 
| Mr. MOORE, from the Committee on the Pub- 
\\ lic Lands, to which had been referred the bill 
;, authorizing the relinquishment of the sixteenth 
|| sectione of public lands, granted for the use of 
|| schools, ne the location of other lands in lieu 





| 
| 
| 

































































Sk ar Se oe 


ns 


58 


i 


which was read, 


Mr. BENTON, from the Committee on Mil- | 


itary Affairs, to which the subject had been 
referred, reported a bill for the relief of General 
Danicl Newman; which was read, and ordered to 
a second reading. 

Mr. EWING, from the Committee on Public 


‘ands, to which had been referred the bill to di- | 
vide the Green Bay land district in Michigan, | 


reported the same without amendment. 


On motion by Mr. PRESTON, the memorial | 


of Thomas Tenant and others, of Baltimore, on 
the files of the last session, was again referred to 
the Committee on Finance. 


BILLS INTRODUCED ON LEAVE. 


Mr. SHEPLEY, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill in 


addition to the acts concerning drawbacks; which | 


was read twice and referred. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, leave was 
granted to Thomas D. Anderson to withdraw 
his petition and documents from the files of the 
Senate, 

Mr. TIPTON, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
for the relief of Andrew Knox; which was read, 
and ordered to a second reading. 


NOTICE OF BILLS. 


Mr. LINN gave notice that he would’ to-mor- 
row ask leave to bring in the following bills: 


other heirs of James Abbott, deceased; 

A bill for issuing certain land patents at Green 
Bay, and for other purposes; and, 

i bill for the relief of Jared W. Beeson, and 
others. 


REDUCTION OF DUTIES—THE TARIFF. 


On motion by Mr. DAVIS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the resolution sub- 
mitted yesterday by Mr. Caruovn, instructing 
the Committee on Manufactures to report on what 
articles the duties can be repealed, consistently 
with a due regard to the manufacturing interest. 

Mr. DAVIS said he should make no objections 
to the passage of the resolution, as, from an 
examination of the tenor of it, he conceived its 
object to be only financial. 

Mr. CLAY said he would be glad if the Senator 
from South Carolina would consent to word the 
resolution so as to institute an inquiry, instead of 
instructing the committee to report. He thought 
that the Senator from South Carolina and himself 
would not, probably, finally differ as to the object 
in view. It would be discovered, by any one 


looking into the report of the Secretary, that the | 


two principal subjects on which these duties are 
now received are wines and silks, articles very 
proper to bear the collection of duties. His rea- 
sons for wishing an inquiry instead of instructions 
to the committee, were, that in the event of the 
passage of another bill, (the one he had intro- 


duced yesterday,) it might be found necessary to | 


retain these duties on wines and silks in order to 
afford an abundant supply for the financial wants 
of the country. 

Mr. CALHOUN said that he apprehended that 
the resolution was already ein so as to meet 
the views of the gentleman. It directed the Com- 
mittee on Manufactures to report on what articles 
the duties could, in their opinion, be reduced, 


| 





| Barron was read the third time and passed. 


That committ@e, the proper guardians of the | 


manufacturing interest, would first make the in- 
quiry, and report before Congress could act. 
r ° 2 

‘he resolution was here read. He certainly con- 


ceived that the committee should, before mperens 
d 


institute a strict inquiry into what duties cou 

be reduced consistently with the manufacturing 
interest. He thought he could then say to the 
Senator from Kentucky, that if his land bill should 
pass, there would still be enough, and more than 
enough, in the Treasury to meet all demands on 
it. He repeated, without fear of contradiction, 
that there were upwards of twenty millions of sur- 
plus inthe Treasury, and that the next year there 


would be, including the amount to be received || second time, and considered as in Committee of 
from the Bank of the United States,upwards of |, the Whole, and referred: 


thirty millions. In introducing this resolution, 


he had in view one great object—to throw back '' heirs of Antoine Peltier; 


|| of the 


. \4 
thereof, reported the same without amendment; || 








' 
to the people the immense surplus in the Treas- | 
ury. His next object was, looking to the ap- | 
proaching crisis of 1842, to make such reductions | 
as would avoid difficulties with the manufacturing | 
interests. He had looked further, for he was 
friendly to the manufacturing interest. He be- | 
lieved that every cent that could be taken from | 
the taxes would benefit that interest, for it would 
cheapen production and open at a shorter period 
the foreign market to American industry. 

Mr. CLAY said, that between the Senator from 
South Carolina and himself, there was no essential 
difference. 
a little into the financial condition of his country, 


Like that gentleman, he had looked | 


tT 
j 


and was satisfied that there would be a surplus | 
in the Treasury of twenty-one or twenty-two | 


millions for this year, and that for the next, with | 


the funds accruing from the Bank of the United | 


States, there would be a surplus of thirty millions. 
He concurred with him entirely as to the pro- 


| priety of dispensing with every tax not necessary 


for the expenses of the Government, consistently 
with a due regard to the manufacturing interest. 
His objection, however, to the resolution was, 


| that itlooked solely to the manufacturing interest, 


lis ances? 
A bill for the relief of Robert Abbott, and the || in our finances 


without regarding the finances. How many of 
the forty-eight Senators (he asked) had considered 


the financial condition of the country with the | 


same attention as the Senator from South Carolina, | 
and were satisfied that all the taxes not necessary | 
for the manufacturing interest could be dispensed | 


with, without some corresponding embarrassment 
With these views he was satis- 


| fied that the resolution ought to be in the form | 


of an inquiry, instead of instructions to the com- 


| mittee, and he therefore moved an amendment | 


| to that effect. 


| 





| 


| 
| 


| 


Atthe request of Mr. Catnoun, Mr. Cray sub- 
sequently withdrew the motion, and the resolution 
was adopted. 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON THE LIBRARY. 

A message was received from the House of 

Representatives, by Mr. Franky, their Clerk, 


stating that the House had passed a joint resolu- | 


tion for the appointment of a Committee on the 
Library ;and that the House had appointed Messrs. 
Loyatt, McK ean,and Wappy THuompson, as the 
committee on their part, and 

On motion by Mr. ROBBINS, 

The-resolution was concurred in, and Messrs. 
Preston, Porter, and Rossins were chosen, by 
ballot, as the committee on the part of the Senate. 


THE PATENT OFFICE. 


Mr. RUGGLES submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 
Resolved, That a committee, to consist of three, be ap- 


pointed to take into consideration the state and condition | 


of the Patent Office, and the laws relating to the issuing of 
pafents for new and useful inventions and discoveries. 


PRIVILEGES OF SENATE CHAMBER. 
Mr. PRESTON submitted the following reso- 
lution; which lies on the table one day: 


Resolved, Tiiat the reguiation in relation to the Senate 
Chamber, adopted at the present session, be rescinded, ex- 


| cept so much of it as relates to the reporters. 


ae . ; . || cers therein named, and for other purposes, was 
without injury to the manufacturing interest. 
. | 


| 


|} mone 


| and, on motion by Mr. CALHOUN, postponed 
| to, and made the order of the day for the third 
|| Monday in January. 


| 


| 
j 


| 
| 


JAMES BARRON. 
The bill to extend the patent rights of James 


BILLS, ETC., POSTPONED. 


The bill to repeal the first and second sections 
of the act to limit the term of office of certain offi- 


read the second time, and, on motion by Mr. Cat- 
HOUN, postponed to, and made the special order 
da for the second Monday in January. 

The bill to regulate the deposits of the public 
was also read the second time, and post- 
poned to, and made the order of the day for the 
same day. 

The joint resolution to amend the Constitution 
of the United States was read the second time, 


BILLS REFERRED. 
The following bills were severally read the 


The bill for the payment of a debt due to the 
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December 30, 


The bill for the payment of a debt due to J oneph 


Bogy’ 
The bil] for the payment of a debt due to Pierre 
Menard; 

The bill providing for the exeeution entry of 
the surveys of certain public lands; and 

The bill confirming the title of Joseph Sorin, 
alias La Rochelle, and those claiming under him, 


| to a tract of land in Missouri. 


BOYS FOR THE NAVY. 


/The bill to provide for the enlistment of boys 
n the naval service was, on motion by Mr. 


SOUTHARD, laid on the table. 
BILLS ORDERED TO A THIRD READING. 


The following bills were severally read the 
second time, and considered as in Committee of 
the Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading: 

The bill concerning writs of error in the courts 
of the United States, under the revenue laws of 
the United States; 

The bill authorizing the President of the United 
States to cause to be run and marked the line 
dividing the territory of the United States from 
the State of Missouri; and 

The bill for the relief of Henry B. Tyler, ex- 
ecutor of Lieutenant Colone! Richard B. Smith, 
deceased. 

HARBOR AT MICHIGAN CITY. 


The CHAIR announced a communication from 
the Secretary of War, covering a report from the 
Topographical Bureau, relative to the construc- 
tion of a harbor at Michigan City, Indiana, made 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate; 
and 

On motion by Mr. TIPTON, it was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


WALTER LOOMIS AND ABEL GAY. 


Mr. HENDRICKS, from the Committee on 
Roads and Canals, to which the same had been 
referred, reported without amendment the bill for 
the relief of Walter Loomis and Abel Gay. 


PETER H. GREEN. 


Mr. SWIFT, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which the subjeet had been referred, reported 
a bill for the relief of Peter H. Green; which was 
read and ordered to a second reading. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL CORPS——-REORGANIZATION. 


Mr. BENTON, in pursuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill 
to provide for the better organization of the corps 
of United States Topographical Engineers; which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 


PETITIONS, ETC., PRESENTED. 


Mr. LINN presented the following petitions 
and memorials: 

A memorial from Captain Henry Smith, of the 
United States Army, praying for an allowance of 
compensation for the disbubbenntint of certain 
moneys for the United States. 

Five petitions from the inhabitants of different 
parts of Michigan, praying Congress to make an 
appropriation to improve the harbor at the mouth 
of St. Joseph’s river, of Lake Michigan. 

A memorial from sundry citizens of Michigan, 
praying for the establishment of a new land office 
in the northern sections of the State of Michigan, 
and 

The petition of S. Street, and others, praying 
for a preémption in the purchase of certain lands 
in Michigan; all of which were referred to the 
appropriate committees. : 

After the consideration of executive business, 
the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 30, 1835. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said it was within the 
recollection of the House, that a few days since, 
he had moved that the gentleman who had pre- 
sented himself there as a Representative from 
what was called the State of Michigan, be per- 
mitted to occupy a seaton the floor during the 
sitting of the House. It seemed due from him- 
self that he should ask the House to consider 














that motion; but before doing so, he wished to || 


suggest that he designed to modify his proposi- 
tion, by merely asking the House to permit that 
gentleman to come within the Hall during the 
sittings of the House in the charactes of a spec- 
tator; that, he trusted, would be acceptable to the 
whole House; and he had done it with reference 
to former precedents, particularly that of the 
State of Tennessee. Mr. B. then sent his mod- 
ified proposition to the Chair, to be read from the | 
Clerk’s table for the information of the House, | 
which was as follows: | 

Resolved; That Isaac E. Crary, who claims to have | 


been duly elected a member of this House, be admitted as 
aspectator within the [all during the sittings of this House. | 

Objection being made, Mr. Bearpstey moved | 
to suspend the rules of the House, to enable him 
to make the motion, and asked for the yeas and 
nays ;-which were ordered, and which were as 
follows : 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Ashley, Bailey, Barton, Bean, | 
Beardsley, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Briggs, 
Brown, Buchanan, Cambreleng, Campbell, Chapman, Cha- 
pin, Childs, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Connor, Corwin, 
Craig, Cramer, Crane, Cushing, Cushman, Darlington, De- 
berry, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Effuer, Everett, | 
Fairfield, Farlin, Philo C. Fuller, Galbraith, James Gar- 
land, Rice Garland, Gillet, Glascock, Granger, Grennell, | 
Haley, Joseph Hail, Hamer, Hard, Samuel 8. Harrison, 
Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Heister, | 
Hoar, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Ing- 
ham, William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Janes, Joseph 
Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry John- 
son, John W. Jones, Judson, Keanon, Kilgore, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Laporte, Lawler, Lawrence, Lay, Thomas Lee, 
Leonard, Lincoln, Loyall, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, | 
Martin, William Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Mason, | 
Maury, McComas, McKey, McKennan, McKeon, McKim, | 
Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morris, Muhlenberg, Owens, | 
Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Franklin Pierce, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Phelps, Phillips, Potts, Read, Joseph Reynolds, 
Roane, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Slade, Sloane, Smith, 
Sprague, Storer, Taliaferro, ‘Thomas, John Thomson, 'Tou- 
eey, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Wardwell, 
Weeks, and Whittlesey—143. 

NAYS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Beale, Bond, Bunch, 
John Cajhoon, William B. Calhoun, Carr, Carter, Casey, 
J. Chambers, Coles, Davis, Denny, Evans,* Forester, 
French, Graham, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Hammond, 
Hannegan, Hopkins, Huntsman, Jarvis, Kinnard, Luke 
Lea, Lucas, May, McCarty, McLene, Mercer, Morgan, 
James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Pickens, Pinckney, John 
Reynolds, Russell, William B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shep- 
perd, Shields, Standefer, Waddy Thoinpson, Underwood, 
Lewis Williams, and Sherrod Williams—47. 

So the House determined to suspend the rules. | 

Mr. BEARDSLEY then moved the foregoing | 
resolution; which was agreed to. 


BANKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 


The House resumed the consideration of the 
petitions presented yesterday by Mr. W. B. Suep- 
ARD, from sundry banks in the District of Colum- | 
bia, praying an extension of their charters. 

A motion having been made to refer the peti- 
tions to the Committee for the District of Colum- | 
bia, Mr. Tuomas, of Maryland, moved to send 
them to a select committee, with instructions. 

Mr. THOMAS modified his proposition as fol- 


lows: 
Resolved, That a select committee be appointed to in- 


quire into the condition of the currency of the District of | | 


Columbia, to whom shall be referred all other memorials 
which may be presented to the present Congress, praying. 
for an extension of the charters of the existing banks in | 
said District of Columbia, or for the establishment of any 
other bank or banks in their stead, and to examine into the 
condition of the currency of said District; to inspect the | 


books and to examine into the proceedings of said banks, || 


to ascertain whether their charters have been violated or 
not, and whether any abuses or mal-practices have existed 
in their management; to send for persons and papers, to 
examine witnesses on oath, and to appoint a clerk to record 
their proceedings. 

Mr. SHEPARD said that the present question | 
was more a question of propriety and fitness than | 
anything else. It was for the House of Repre- | 
sentatives to say whether they would take this | 
matter from a standing committee, and refer it to | 
a select committee. e said the House could 
judge of the propriety of doing that as well with- | 

| 
} 
| 





out argument as with it. It was not for him to 
say, whether the Committee for the District could 
pertaens the duty as well as a select committee. 
o show the entire uselessness of the motion of 
the gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Tuomas,] he | 
held in his hand a letter from the president of one | 
of the banks, requesting that the Committee for the | 
District would appoint some of their members to | 
investigate fully the affairs of the, banks. It 
seemed to him, that the gentleman could have ob- | 


tained his object by moving instructions to the || spend its time in the execution of duties in a || to make the most searching investigation. 


Committee for the District. If this was done, he 


+ would pledge himself to the House, that any 


| committee, but no investigation was 


| it to a committee which has prejudged the ques- 


| committee, it was proper, he thought, to refer this 


queries which the gentleman would put to him | 
should be put to the banks of the District and | 
answered, and then it would be for that gentleman | 
to say whether they were answered properly or 
not. It was a question of propriety for this 
House to say whether it would take from the 
Committee for the District of Columbia that busi- | 
ness which legitimately belonged to it, and send 

jt to another committee. If the House has no 


| confidence in the Committee for the District, let it 


say so. He, however, asa member of that com- 


| mittee, was willing to examine the banks of the 


|| constituents, gave a promise that if this subject 


| Magistrate had called the attention of Congress 


District as scrupulously as he could. 

Mr. THOMAS said that justice to himself made | 
it proper to remind the House of an occurrence | 
in the last Congress connected with this question. | 
There were four banks in the District that stop- | 


|| ped specie payments in 1834, two of which are | 
| now asking a recharter. 


Kin In 1835 these banks 
memorialized this body for the passage of a law 
to recharter them. It was but justice to the city | 


that we should act understandingly on this matter, || these banks, and from their constant business 


that an inquiry should be instituted to ascertain 
the causes of these failures. But he said that, 
without objection from him, the memorials of the | 
last session were referred to the Committee for | 
the District; the subject was taken up by that 

be He 
said he then, under a deep sense of duty to his 


was put off to another session of Congress, he 
would make it his business to examine into the 
state of these banks. Now, if you send this | 
matter to the Committee for the District, you send 


tion. Under these circumstances he felt it to be | 
his duty to ask of the House a select committee. | 
He said if it was proper for the House to refer | 
matter in relation to the Territories to a select | 


matter to a select committee. He said the Chief 


| to the question of currency, and he therefore con- 


ceived it a very important one; and asked of the | 


| House a committee, whose especial duty it should | 


| tigation as the gentleman. 


| mittee for the District, he did not wish to take 


be to make a thorough investigation of the matter. | 
Mr. BOULDIN said, as a member of the Com- | 


upon himself very arduous duties, but he was as 
willing to take up and go through with the inves- 


tees were appointed by the Speaker, and he could | 


not see the ditference between them. The greatest || 
| objection is, that the chairman of the Committee 
| for the District has had this matter before him at | 


the last session. This he thought was a favor- | 


able eircumstance, because that gentleman must || which relates to the bequest of an English gen- 


| have more knowledge of the business than he 


, sessions, and was willing to investigate the mat- 


j 
i 
| 


|| ber of the District Committee, cherished no pride 


otherwise could have. He said that he was ready | 


ter as thoroughly as the gentleman from Mary- | 
land, or any other gentleman. 
Mr. VANDERPOEL said that he, as a inem- | 


of jurisdiction, and was therefore willing, for his 
part, to dispense with the pleasure and honor of | 
making the investigation into the past doings of 
the banks in the District, which was contemplated 
by the resolution of the honorable gentleman 
from Maryland, (Mr. Tuomas.] He aid not be- 
lieve that the proposition of that honorable gentle- | 
man was founded in a distrust of the capacity of | 
the District Committee to make the necessary | 
examination, nor upon any apprehension that 
they felt indisposed to do so. he duties of the 
District Committee were very onerous;and though 
willing, as a member of that committee, to per- 


form, to the utmost of his humble ability, every | 
duty that might be imposed upon him, yet as he | 


He said the commit- || 
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manner better calculated to subserve the public 
interest, than would be the duty or task of wading 
for days and weeks, if not for months, through 
the books and ledgers of the banks within the 
District. 

It would be recollected that some of those banks 
suspended payment and closed their doors two 
years ago. Yes, when the tocsin of alarm and 
distress and panic was sounded from one extreme 
of the country to the other, it had been imsinu- 
ated by some, that these banks had lent their still 
small voices to aid that momentous occasion. He 
(Mr. V.) would not undertake to state, or ever 
insinuate this. The banks may have had most 
justifiable reasons for suspending specie pay- 
ments; but after what had occurred, it was most 
emphatically proper that a strict scrutiny should 
be made into the past doings of these institutions, 














before. we gave them any renewed pledge of our 


confidence. Should the result prove that the 
banks in this District should have been improvi- 
dently rechartered, the constituents of the gentle- 
man from Maryland, from their proximity to 


| intercourse with the region where they would 


operate, would be more exposed to loss than the 
constituents of those gentlemen who resided at a 
greater distance; and since the gentleman from 


| Maryland, from a sense of duty to his constit- 


uents, seemed to be anxious to look into the past 


| doings of the banks within this District, he (Mr. 


| tleman, made to this District. 


V.) thought it but just and reasonable that he 
should be graified. 

Mr. V. had stated that the District Committee 
would have a great deal to do. Yes; he was 
justified in saying so, when he stated that the 
istrict was reeling and staggering under a debt 
to the subjects of a foreign potentate of nearly 
two millions of dollars! And he confidently as- 
serted that that committee would be obliged to 
put in requisition all its industry, and all its in- 


|| ventive powers, to devise ways and means to save 


this great nation the degradation of having their 
Capitol sold to the countrymen of his forefathers. 
They were, to be sure, the countrymen of his 
(Mr. V.’s) ancestors, but still his American feel- 
ing was very much disturbed at the idea of being 
sold out to foreigners. In further proof of the 
assertion, that the duties of the District Commit- 
tee were heavy enough to engross all their time 
and attention, he would state that, a few years 
ago, a special committee was appointed to revise 
the laws of the District. They had sat during 
the recess of Congress, and have reported a code 


of laws which filled a pretty large volume, and 


which was not yet acted upon by the House. A 
few days ago a special committee was raised in 
relation to that part of the President’s message 


For these reasons 


| he would vote to refer this matter to a select com- 
to go into an investigation without any prepos- || 





could, as he thought, be otherwise more profit- 


ably employed in his public capacity, he would for | 


his part rather be excused from the labor of in- 

uiring into the details of the past operations of 
the District banks. He thought t 
committee could be raised every wa 


tent to exeeute this duty, and that the Committee 


for the District, pressing, important, and multifa- | 


rious as were the calls upon its attention, could || to afford an opportunity to the pre 


mittee, 

Mr. McKENNAN said he wished to make a 
few remarks, for the purpose of correcting a mis- 
take into which the gentleman from Maryland 
had fallen, and into which the gentleman from 
New York appeared willing to fall also, respect- 
ing the course pursued by the Committee for the 
District of Columbia at the last session of Con- 
gress. Mr. McK. had the honor of being a mem- 
ber of that committee; and he had in charge the 
bills reported by that committee for rechartering 
certain banks in the District. The gentleman 
from New York appeared to yield to the charge, 
that that committee had acted precipitately on 
the subject. To this Mr. K. did not assent. 
The charge was not properly founded; there was 
no precipitancy, and the bill itself would satisfy 
the House, that there was no intention on the 
part of the committee to recharter these banks 
without the most searching inquiry made into 
their situation and their conduct. It would be 
recollected that the charters of the Bank of Wash- 
ington, the Bank of the Metropolis, the Patriotic 
Bank, and the Farmers and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Georgetown, expired in March, 1836, and there 


t a select || being no time during the last session to give this 
compe- | 


subject a full investigation, the committee had re- 
ported a bill to recharter those banks for one 
year only, for the convenience of those cities, and 
sent Congress 


That 
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was all that was done by the Committee on the | 
District, and he begged permission of the House 
to have that bill read by the Clerk, in order that 
this matter might be setaright. [The bill in ques- 
tion was then read from the Clerk’s table. ] 

As to whether this subject should go to the 
Committee for the District of Columbia or to a 
select committee, if the members of the former 
were willing to yield, Mr. McK. had no objec- 
tion. He believed it, however, a legitimate sub- 
ject of examination for the former committee; and 
unless the members of that committee, like the | 
gentleman from New York, yielded, he should | 
feel himself bound to vote thatthe subject should 
have that reference, and none other. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD begged the indulgence | 
of the House to make a few remarks in reply. | 
The gentleman from Maryland said that he (Mr, | 
S.)} had prejudged this question. Now, he was ata | 
loss to know how he had prejudged this question. 
As a member of the Committee for the District | 
of Columbia, during the last session, he could not 
have prejudged the question, because nobody 
asked them to make these investigations. How, 
then, could he prejudge the question when he had 
neither made, nor been asked to make any inves- 
tigation? Why did not the gentleman himself, 
as vigilant as he seemed to be, submit instructions | 
to that committee then? Mr, 8S. really thought 
that the gentleman was laboring under a serious 
mistake in making that charge upon him. Cer- 
tainly, Mr. 8. did not pretend to the skill in bank- 
ing the gentleman himself avowedly did, for the | 
gentleman had aeaene snes which had fallen | 
to the lot of few members ou that floor. Mr. 8. 
remembered very well the gentleman was a mem- 
ber of two committees on the subject of banking, 
and then saw and examined the *‘ great monster”’ 
himself; and he alsoremembered that one of those 
committees reported to that House a very volu- 
minous document, and he had no sort of doubt 
that, if Uie members of the House had thought 
proper to read that very voluminous document, 
they would have been very much enlightened on 
the subject of banking. He should be sorry to 
obscure the slightest ray the gentleman shed upon 
the subject, 

Mr. 8. said, for himself, he had no interest in 
the question, nor did he care one farthing about 
it in any point of view; but so long as he was a 
member of the Committee for the District of Co- | 
lumbia, he would assert upon that floor what he 
believed to be the rights and privileges of that 
District, and the rights and privileges of the Com- 
mittee for that District. It was for the House to 
say whether that committee was as fit, had as 
much time, as much knowledge, and as much | 
interest in the welfare and prosperity of the Dis- 
trict, as the gentleman from Maryland. 
could not pretend to as much interest, perhaps, 
as the gentleman from Maryland in one point of 
view. The gentleman tells us that he had a 
peculiar interest in the question, because the 
people of his district came down to the District 
of Columbia to trade, and the money of the Dis- 
trict circulated among them. Why, the people 
of the gentleman’s district, when they came down 
here, sometimes stayed at the taverns: and for the 
same reason, the House ought to raise a select 
committee, and put the dram-shops under its 
charge, for it was as much a matter of interest to 
them. Why not put every matter that touched 
the gentleman’s district under his special charge ? 
However, Mr. S. would only remark, that it was 


a mere matter of fitness and propriety, of which |} 


the House was the judge, and which needed no 
argument from him. 
fr. LANE was a member of the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, and he believed no 
person would charge him with any particular | 
vartiality for these or any other banks in the | 
Cinited States. He must, however, object to the | 
reasons assigned by the gentleman from Mary- 
land, {Mr. Tuomas,] for taking the subject from | 
the committee to which it legitimately belonged, | 
and sending it to aselectcommittee. The gentle- | 
man might disguise his sentiments as he pleased, | 
but it was evident that he had not only reflected 
but had made a direct imputation, upon the Dis- | 
trict Committee. 
The gentleman had charged the committee with 
having prejudged the quesuon. He was mistaken. | 


| ought to prevail? 
| be referred to the Committee for the District, he 
| should be disposed to spare neither time nor labor 


Mr. S. | 
| strictest scrutiny into their operations. 


| they were condemned. 
| attempt to-sereen them, nor to sanction any abuse 
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There were five new members upon this commit- 
tee, and he could assure him, that so far as he was 
concerned, he was in favor of a speedy and critical 
investigation into the affairs of these institutions. 
It had been contended that the Committee for the 
District was not the legitimate one, because the 
subject was one of general concern, These banks 
were local, and the people of the District were 
more interested in them than those who resided 
at a distance. 

But the gentleman had asked if this subject was 
sent to the District Committee, when would the 
investigation take place, and when would it close? 
He would answer, as soon and as speedily as the 
untiring industry of the committee would permit. 
Could more be expected of a select committee? 
The gentleman from Maryland was a member of 
four important committees, while the members 
of the Committee for the District were on no 
other committee. The gentleman must, therefore, 
have four times the ability, and four times the 
industry, of himself and associates, if he could 
perform this duty more promptly. 

It had further been charged, that the commit- 
tee, although it had been in existence for several 
weeks, had not tiken up this subject. Mr. L. 
remarked, that it had not been referred to them, 
except informally that the committee had met 
but twice; and when it should be ascertained that 
they had neglected their duty, it would be time 
enough to charge them with a direct omission to 
do so. 

The gentleman had referred to the several in- 
vestigations he had made of another banking 
institution, and this is urged asa reason why this 
subject should be placed under his especial care. 
If this be a conclusive argument, it will of neces- 
sity throw into the hands of the same gentleman 
any other subject presented to the House in rela- 
tion to the District. 

Reference had been made to the fact that the 
Michigan question had the other day been sent to 
the Judicial Committee instead of the Committee 
on the Territories. 

he reason of this was obvious. Legal questions 
were involved,and that committee was composed 
_of able lawyers, who were more competent to 
investigate it. The gentleman from Maryland was 
a member of the Judiciary Committee. Did the 
gentleman draw an inference from the case, that 

_ because his honorable self, and those who might 
be associated with him upon the select committee, 
were more competent, that therefore his motion 
For one, ifthe subject should 


to discharge his duty with fidelity. 

Mr. L. alluded to the remarks which had been 
made in reference to the course and the solvency 
of the banks in the District. He was opposed to 
prejudging the institutions, and in favor of the 
If they 
had acted improperly, let it be ascertained before 
He, for one, would not 


which might be fixed upon them. 

Mr. BOULDIN again addressed the House, in 
reply to the last remarks of the gentleman from 
Maryland. In conclusion, he moved to amend 
the motion of the gentleman from North Carolina, 


/[Mr. Wittiam B. Saeparp,] by adding the fol- 


lowing insiructions to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, to wit: 

To examine into the condition of the currency 
of the said District; to inspect the books, andeto 
examine into the proceedings of said banks; to 


ascertain whether theircharters have been violated 


or not, and whether any abuses or mal-practices 


|| have existed in their management; to send for 


personsand papers, toexamine witnesses on oath, 
and to appointa clerk to record their proceedings, 

Mr. MERCER said that it was the duty of the 
Speaker of the House to appoint the committees, 
and to distribute the business of the House among 
the members as equally as possible; and, for that 
reason, he rose to call the attention of the House 
to this fact, that, if the business was taken from 


_ labors of the House would be unequally divided; 
and if you continued to pursue that course, you 


would take from the District Committee all its 
i duties. It was in vain for the gentleman from 


j 
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Virginia to say that he had no feeling in this 
matter. He had supposed the whole country felt 
an interest in it. The people in his district felt an 
interest in this question; and he would say that 
he felt the f@lest confidence in the Committee for 
the Distrfet, and would be pleased to have the 
matter referred to that committee. He said that 
the failure of certain banks in the District was an 
unfortunate occurrence, and ought not to be re- 
flected upon by the gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. MANN said he had but a word to say on 
the subject. It should be remembered that the 
Committee for the District had all the legislation 
of this body in relation to the District in their 
own hands; and certainly that committee had 
as much business as they could attend to, inde- 
pendently of the matter under consideration. It 
therefore seemed to be proper that this proposition 
should be sent to a special committee.” It was 
highly important that an investigation should be 
made, and thoroughly made. It was important 
to the people of the District that this investiga- 
tion should be made; and he therefore hoped that 
it would be sent to a select committee, and let it 
be the special duty of that committee to investi- 
gate this matter. 

Mr. LANE said he would inform the gentle- 
man from New York [Mr. Mann] and the House, 
that the commiitee, so far from having more 
business than they were able to perform, had met 
again and again without having any business be- 
fore them; and they would be obliged to gentle- 
men if they would give them something to occupy 
them. The Committee for the District has as 
much zeal, and as muth disposition te investigate 
into the affairs of the banks, as the gentleman from 
Maryland [Mr. Tuomas] had, but that gentleman 
seemed to want the whole management of the 
currency of the District himself. Perhaps he is 
afraid the currency of the District would over- 
whelm and supersede the currency of Maryland. 

Mr. THOMAS said that gentlemen misunder- 
stood him. He did not wish to reflect upon any 
committee or any member of the House. He 
said, his constituents were more interested in this 
matter than those of many gentlemen; therefore, 
they wished it investigated. They wished to 
have a sound currency in a District with which 
they were so closely connected. 

Mr. LANE read the following rule: 

** 62. It shall be the duty of the Committee for the Dis- 


trict of Columbia to take into consideration all such peti- 
tions, matters, or thing-, touching the said District, as shall 


| be presented, or shall come in question, and be referred to 
| them by the House; and to report their opinion thereon, 
' together with such propositions relative thereto as to them 
| shall seem expedient.”’ 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said, he was very happy, 


| indeed, to perceive, and he could not forego the 
| opportunity of congratulating the House and the 


country upon it, that there appeared now to be a 
universal and concurrent sentiment on the propri- 
ety of making the examination contemplated by 
one or the other committees of the House. As 
those banks came there to ask favors at the hands 
of that House, and as the character of the House 


| and the interestof the country at large were any 
8, 


embarked in the applications made by these ban 
it was only fit and proper towards the House itself, 


| and towards the country at large, that they should 


one committee and transferred to another, the | 


know, and that the country should know, the con- 
dition and circumstances and past conduct of these 
petitioners. Everybody there seemed now to agree 
to the correctness of that proposition. He recol- 
lected the time when another institution, when 
another bank, came there for a similar purpose— 
to seek for an extension of its charter, and when 
one class of personages in that House thought 
ores to propose that an investigation should be 
nad into the circumstances and condition of that 
institution-then, he well recollected that the unan- 
imity of sentiment now prevailing in the minds 
of members of that House, if they might infer that 
sentiment from what had passed in the present de- 
bate, was all discord. Then the battle was contin- 
ued upon the policy and propriety and justice of 
making a sispllar examination. It was ultimately 
carried that investigation should be had, and the 
results of that and a subsequent investigation, so 


' faras there was any subsequent investigation, were 


before the country. Now, however, all doubts and 
difficulties upon the propriety of examination are 
dissipated, and it was admitted on all sides that _ 
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there should be a thorough investigation into the 
eondition and circumstances of all these institu- | 
tions before the House should act on an applica- 
tion for the renewal of their charters. 

The inquiry now was, by what organ the House 
should make the proposed examination. By 
many gentlemen it was supposed that this matter | 
was one of especial reference to the Committee | 
for the District of Columbia, and the rule of the 
House had been read for the purpose of show- 
ing that that would ordinarily be the course. 
But the 62d rule, as it appeared to him, even 
if construed in the strictest -manner, or in the | 
most liberal manner, could not be supposed to 
embrace subjects of this character. ‘lhe rule 
said it should be the duty of that committee ‘* to 
take into consideration all petitions, matters, or 
things touching the said District,’’ &c. This 
referred to matters and things that per se related 
wholly to the District, and to nothing out of it, 
and were within the range of its ordinary affairs. 
But was this petition from the District, or relat- | 
ing to the District as a District? In no sense 
whatever. It was a petition, it was true, for the 
recharter of certain banks within the District, | 
but in no sense concerned the rights of the citi- 
zens at large; for the citizens of the District and 
adjacent country and the whole community were || 
equally interested in the subject. It was not a | 
petition of the District within the words or the 
spirit of the rule. Subjects of daily occurrence 
which sprung up, touching matters in which the 
District alone was concerned, were properly re- 
ferable to this committee, within the spirit and 
words of the rule. This, he repeated, was not 
a matter affecting the District in any sense what- 
ever, for it aifected the citizens there in common 
with those of the country adjacent, and was not | 
rcferable—necessarily etsvable——4e its committee. 

But even if it was within the terms of the rule, 
it would not be within its fair spirit or intent; for 
the rule was intended only for ordinary cases of 
daily or annual occurrence, not for extraordinary 
occurrences, such as the location of a bank, or 
the renewal of a bank charter already located 
within the limits of the District. 

Mr. B. would make another suggestion. Many | 
gentlemen thought it was inexpedient to estab- | 
lish in this place a large bank, wielding millions 
and millions of capital, with power to diffuse its || 
branches throughout the Union, with or without 
the concurrence of the States in which they might || 
be located. Let them suppose a petition to come | 
there with that object, would it be referable to || 
the Committee for the District? Would it not, 
with more propriety, be a fit subject for the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means? Yet it would be 
located in the District; and upon the idea that the 
Committee for the District of Columbia was to 
grasp everything within that location, such an 

application must of consequence go to that com- 
mittee. Would not such an application, within 
the fair spirit of the rule, anh pursuant to the 
course heretofore pursued, go to the Committee 
of Ways and Means, or perhaps to a select com- 
mittee? Why, if the Committee for the District 
of Columbia were to take charge of everything 
located within the District, the House would have 
to abolish the Committee on Public Buildings. It 
seemed to him, therefore, that this subject did 
not belong to the former committee, and that it 
should be sent to some other standing committee 
of the House, or to a select committee. 

Mr. B. did not design to cast the slightest reflec- 
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investigating these banks, and referring to the || 
yroceedings of the House on the subject of the 
Rank of the United States, seemed to think there 
was nothing like unanimity on that occasion. 
The gentleman was mistaken, for so great was 
the unanimity ou the occasion referred to, that the 
yeas and nays were not even called for, and not 
a particle of dissent was heard when the motion 
was put from the chair. In reference to the 
motion then before the House, Mr. E. said he 
should vote to refer it to the Committee for the 
District of Columbia, for he thought the remarks 
made by the gentleman from Maryland himself 


| had disqualified him from acting on any commit- 
tee which might have this subject under its 
|| investigation. 


Mr. SHEPARD accepted the amendment offered 
by Mr. Bovupin as a modification of his motion. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
refer the petitions to the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, with instructions. 

Mr. MANN, of New York, asked for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, and were: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, || 


Bailey, Bell, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Buneh, Jolin Calhoon, 
William B. Calhoun, Campbell, George Chambers, John | 
Chambers, Childs, Claiborne, Clark, Cotfee, Corwin, Crane, | 


Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Dickerson, Evans, || 


Everett, Forester, Rice Garland, Glascock,Graham,Granger, | 
Graves, Grayson, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hammond, 
Hard, Hardin, Harlin, Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Howell, | 


ker, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phillips, Pickens, Pinck- | 
ney, Potts, Reed, Rencher, Rogers, Russell, Schenek, 

Shepard, Shepperd, Sloane, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, | 
Storer, ‘Taliaferro, Underwood, Vinton, Washington, Whit- 


NAYS—Messrs. Barion, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beau- 
mont, Bockee, Boon, Borden, Bovee, Boyd, Brown, Bu- 


| chanan, Bynum, Cambreleng, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chap- 


man, Chapin, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, 
Cushman, Davis, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Effner, Fairfield, 
Farlin, Fowler, French, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Gillet, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel 8. Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, 


Haynes, Hendersoa, Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, || 


Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Joseph Jackson, Jarvis, 


Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Join W. | 


Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Klingensmith, 
Lansing, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Loyall, Lucas, 
Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, Join Y. Mason, William 
Mason, May, MeCarty, McKay, McKeon, Mckim, Me- 


| Lene, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, 
Page, Parks, Paiterson, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, |} 


Phelps, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, 
Seymour, Shields, Smith, Sprague, Taylor, 'Thomas, John 
Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, and Weeks—113. 


So the motion to refer the petitions to the Com- 


| mittee for the District was negatived. 


The question then recurred upon the motion 
| of Mr. Tuomas to refer the petitions to a select 
committee, with instructions. 

Mr. THOMAS, by unanimous consent, with- 
drew the call for the yeas and nays on his motion, 


taken, indicated a decided opinion on it. 
Mr. ADAMS moved to strike out that part of 


mittee should act in a Say age with any similar 


| Senate. 
| 


Mr. BOULDIN moved to amend the motion, 
by striking out so much as provided that all future 

| memorials on this, or similar subjects, be referred 
tothe samecommittee. If this part of the motion 
of the gentleman from Maryland should prevail, 





tion upon the Committee for the District. He 
had no doubt that if the duty devolved upon them, 
it would be most promptly, ably, and impartially 
executed; yet the duties they had already to per- 
form wergsuch as to take up much of the time 
that shout be devoted to an investigation of this 
subject. Mr. B. then referred to precedents on 
similar subjects, and the committees appointed 
by the House on the Bank of the United States, 
in 1819, and the session of 1832-’3; and after some 
further remarks, concluded by stating that he 
should vote in favor of Mr. Tuomas’s motion, 
in which, he trusted, he should be sustained by 
the House. 

Mr. EVEREYVT rose to correct the gentleman 
from New York in a matter of fact. The gentle- 
man congratulated the House at discovering so 
great a unanimity in the House on the subject of 





it would preclude the pousiiiey of a report during 
the present session, before which time not only 


ing institution. 
| was 
wou 





ment, 


an adjournment, which was carried, when 
The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 31, 1835. 





the General Assembly of the State of Indiana 
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| William Jackson, Janes, Richard M. Johnson, Lane, La- || ™@tes are companions around them. 


| porte, Lawler, Lawrence, Luke Lea, Lincoln, Love, Lyon, 
Sampson Mason, Maury, McKennan, Mercer, Morris, Par- | 


Haley, Joseph Hall, | 


inasmuch as the House had, by the votes just | 


| the instructions which provided that the com- | 
/committee which might be appointed by the || 


Mr. THOMAS accepted the amendment as a || 
| modification of his motion. 


the charters of these banks, but also that of the 
| Bank of the United States, would expire, which 
would leave the District entirely without a bank- || 
Under this state of the ease, he || 
versuaded that the gentleman from Maryland || 
fa accede to the amendment he had proposed. || 
Before the question was taken onAhe amend- | 


Mr. WILLIAMS, of North Carolina, moved | 


Mr. HENDRICKS presented the memorial of 


ot 


yraying for the establishment of hospitals on the 
hio and Mississippi rivers; and after some re- 
marks from Mr. H., the memorial was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. H. said, that in this memorial the Legis- 
lature represented the strong necessity, as well as 
the humanity, of providing these receptacles for 
the sick and disabled navigators of the western 
waters. The necessity for this measure (Mr. H. 
said) was peculiarly strong and pressing. For 
this class of men, it could scareely be athrmed, 
that there was any provision at all in existence, 
whilst the protecting arm and the fostering care of 
the Government had always been extended in aid 
of sick and disabled seamen, both of the Navy 
and. of our commercial marine. It ts true, (said 
Mr. H.,) that the boatmen and raftmen of the Ohio 
and the Mississippi rivers are properly entitled 
to the benefits of the several acts of Congress, for 
the relief of sick and disabled seamen engaged in 
foreign commerce and in the coasting trade; yet 
so defectively supplied are the western waters 
with hospitals oa asylums for the sick, that 
these benefits are seldom felt. In the foreign 
commerce of the country, and the coasting trade, 
| although there may be scanty provision made 
in hospitals on shore, yet these men are almost 
| always afloat. The vessels in which they are 
employed are receptacles for them, and their ship- 
They have 
generally society and comfort to some extent. But 
often it is not so with the boatmen of the West; the 
very boat in which they have descended, when at 
the termination of their voyage, if a flat boat, 


|| has to be abandoned, no matter where that may 
tlesey. Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and Wise—8s. | 


be, or in what condition they are. Anxiety to 
return home generally deprives them of all their 
companions. These men are constantly landed, 
| and loft destitute on the banks of these rivers, 
| often amongst a population unable, and some- 
times unwilling, to take care of them; for how- 
‘(}ever humane and hospitable the people of the 
West are, and there are none more so, the fre- 
quent repetition of these acts of kindness becomes 
a burden insupportable. These men so left, are 
generally destitute of medical aid, and frequently 
also are they destitute of the most ordinary atten- 
tions and conforts of life. They go from high 
| and healthful latitudes to southern and sickly 
| climates. The change of their habits as well as 
| of climate is generally greater than that of sea- 
men. The trade in which they are engaged is that 
of transporting their own produce, and that of the 
country, to the lower markgts, and that is neces- 
| sarily carried onin the spring and summer seasons 
of the year, when they are most susceptible of the 
diseases which prevail on the waters of the Mis- 
| sissippi and of the South. The people of the 
West engaged in this river trade are exposed to 
more, and perhaps greater, casualties than any 
other in the world, and there is no class whose 
occupations and business contribute more largely 
to the prosperity of the Union, and especially of 
the West, than this class of our citizens. Not 
only are they exposed to sickness and death, with- 
out the usual comforts of the last hour, but they 
are subjected also to an almost innumerable train 
of evils, exposures and casualties, boats getting 
aground, running upon snags and sawyers, sink- 
ing, for these and various other causes, when the 
greatest danger and exposure of health for the 
|| preservation of property takes place, and if this 
| ™ hopeless, there is the still greater peril of life. 
In addition to this, there are the casualties of steam, 
the bursting of boilers, the eyshing of boats 
againsteach other at night, and the more terrible 
| and appalling disasters of tempest and conflagra- 
|| tion. These are some of the evils and dangers 
to which this whole class of men are exposed, 
|| and which many of them suffer. 
And how numerous is this class, and how large 
|| & population and extent of country are closely 
|| identified with their prosperity and business ! 
| This class of men are the bone and sinew of more 
| 

| 


|| than four millions of people. ‘They are the farm- 
ers and farmers’ sons of the whole valley of the 
Mississippi, engaged in the laudable and valuable 
business of transporting their own produce to 
market, and in the transportation of the entire 
commerce of the West. They are closely and 
intimately identified with a country of great ex- 
tent—the whole country beyond the mountains— 
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a country much larger than all the residue of the | John MeDonald, praying compensation for prop- 


United States; a country perhaps unequaled in 
resources, in the fertility of its soil, the naviga- 
tion of its rivers, the internal commerce which it 
creates and sustains, the rapidly increasing mag- 
nitude of its population, and the maximum of 
which it is susceptible ; unequaled in these par- 
ticulars, in all probability, by any other region of 
the earth of the sameextent. I take this occasion 
to say to the Committee on Commerce, to which 
I wish this memorial referred, that this is an im- 
portant interest of the western country—one in 
the hands, and especially so, of the Federal 
Government ; that its importance, within the last 


few years, has increased in a ratio far beyond the | 
increase of the population and the commerce of | 


the country. The cholera, so prevalent on the 


Mississippi and its tributary streams, has given | 


this subject, of late years, an importance and a 
magnitude almost indescribable. 
these hospitals scatters the cholera, and dissemi- 
nates it in the neighborhoods and villages of those 


rivers; whereas, if erected, they would aid in | 


concentrating and extinguishing it, by collecting 
its patients together, and preventing their inter- 
course Wita soctety. 
crew to have the cholera is put on shore where- 


soever he can, by stratagem or persuasion, be | 


deposited. He produces consternation wherever 
left, is neglected or abandoned, and dies. Thus 


the cholera is spread upon these’ rivers, among | 


the citizens on shore, and its fatality is greatly 


increased among the river-faring men themselves. | 


The Committee on Commerce cannot be engaged in 
a work of patriotism and devotion to the best inter- 
ests of the country, of more importance; ina work 
of benevolence and humanity, more broad and ex- 
pansive. This subject has been greatly neglected. 

i do not, Mr. President, stand alone in these 
opinions. - The Secretary of the Treasury pressed 
this subject upon the attention of the last session 
of Congress. He tells us, in his report of last 
year, that the laws on the subject of relief for 
sick and disabled seamen should be revised; that 


hospitals should be built, and that the fund should | 


be made more productive; that instead of yielding 


about $60,000 per annum, it ought to produce | 


$180,000 a year. A fair dividend of these opera- 
tions of philanthropy, on the Ohioand Mississippi 
rivers, would be productive of the most beneficial 
results, 


of lives perhaps every year, and of checking and 
controlling, in some qieasure, ine cholera, that 


minister of desolation amongst us. 
1 


On this subject efforts have ‘cen unceasing for 


several years past. This +s the third time that it 
has been placed befor: the Senate oy myself: 
last session, by the same smemorie! which I now 
hold in my hand, and the previous session by a 
resolution which, on my motion, was adopted by 


the Senate; and I hope thet the Legislatures, and || 
the Representatives of the western States, will not | 
cease to importane Congress until they obtain, | 


on this subject, some beneficial regulation. It 
was referred to the Committee on Commerce of 
the Senate last session: the session previous, 


also. A bill was reported last winter in the other 
House. It was, however, insuflicient in its pro- | 
visions. It did not contain any appropriation for 


hospitals above the mouth of the Oho. It was 
my intention to have proposed an amendment to 
itin the Senate if not amended by the House; 


but it never reached this body. ‘The practice of | 
the Committee og Commerce, for years past, in | 


waiting for bills of the other House, has, as it 
appears to me, been deleterious to much useful 
business. I hope it will not be so at the present 
session, but that this subject will at least be taken 
up and acted on by the committee of the Senate. 


‘The want of money is not at this time a consid- | 


eration. We have enough, and more than we 
know what to do with; and there is surely no 
object more deserving the appropriation of a few 
thousand dollars, than that ef erecting hospitals 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen, and 
river-faring men. He moved the reference of the 


memorial to the Committee on Commerce; and it , 


was so referred. 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. TALLMADGE presented the petition of 





The want of | 


A man known to a boat’s | 


It would produce sanitary regulations, | 
which would be the means of saving thousands | 
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erty destroyed during the late war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Claims. 
Mr. PORTER presented the petition of Bever- 


ley Chew and others, of New Orleans; which || 


was referred to the Committee on Claims. 


Also, the petition of Leroy Seguarra and others; 


which was referred to the Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Mr. EWING presented the petition of 
Dewes; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 





Mr. SWIFT presented the petition of Benja- | 


min Babeock; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. HILL presented the petitions of Moses | 
for pensions; | 


Hoot and Abijah Rings, praying 
which were referred to the C 
sions. 


ommittee on Pen- 


Mr. PRENTISS presented the petition of Alvin | 
Edson; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Naval Affairs. 


Mr. SOUTHARD presented the petition of’ 
Alexander Ray, attorney for Garrett. Tunison; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. 


Petitions were als se Messrs. -| ee ; 
Petitions were also presented by Messrs. WEB | ministrator of Michael Hogan, deceased, was 


STER and MOORE—names not heard. 


| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 


Mr. TIPTON, from the Committee on Claims, 
| to which had been referred the bill for the relief 
of Hiram A, Hunter, reported the same without 

/ amendment. 

Mr. ROBBINS, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, to which had been referred the petition 
of Augustus Nicholson, reported a bill for his 
relief; which was read, and ordered to a second 
reading. 

Mr. PORTER, from the Committee on For- 
eign Relations, to which had been referred the 
yetition of Mary O'Sullivan, reported a bill for 
ier relief; which was read, and ordered to a sec- 
ond reading. , 


Mr. ROBINSON, from the Committee on | 
Roads and Canals, to which had been referred | 
the memorial of the Legislature of the Territory | 


of, Arkansas, reported a bill making an appro- 
priation for opening and repairing certain roads 
in that Territory; which was read, and ordered 
to a second reading. 


On motion by Mr. CLAYTON, the Committee 
on the Judiciary was discharged from the further 


consideration of the bill authorizing the Secretary | 
of the Treasury to comproinise the claim of the | 


Cnited States. 


On motion by Mr. WRIGHT, the Committee | 


on Finance was discharged from the further con- 
sideration of the memorial of Dr. William Beau- 
mont, asking compensation for certain experi- 
ments performed by him relative to the gastric 


tommittee appointed to consider the memorial of 
Dr. Boyd Riley. 

On motion by Mr. GRUNDY, it was ordered, 
that when the Senate adjourns it adjourn to meet 
on Monday next. 

THE PATENT OFFICE. 

The resolution submitted by Mr. RUGGLES, 
for the appointment of a select committee on the 
affairs of the Patent Office, was agreed to; and on 
balloting, Messrs. Rugeies, Prentiss, and Hiwz, 
were chosen. 

HARBOR AT MOUTH OF ST. JOSEPH’S. 

On motion b 

| Secretary of War, together with the map on the 
subject of constructing a harbor at the mouth of 
| the river St. Joseph, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 
LANDS TO EDUCATE THE POOR. 


resolution; which lies on the table one day: 





Resolved, That the Committee on the Public Lands be | 
| instructed to inquire into the expediency of making a grant 
| of land to one or more colleges in each of the new States, 
for education of the poor upon the manual labor plan, and 
thatthe document herewith be referred to the same com- 


mittee. 


PRIVILEGES OF SENATE CHAMBER. 


| ‘The resolution submitted by Mr. Preston, rel- 
| ative to the admission of visitors in the Senate 


|| paid under each material expenditure 
|| inclusive, referred to in his report on the finances of the 8th 





| juice; and the same was referred to the select | 


Mr. DAVIS, the report of the | 


Mr. HENDRICKS submitted the following 
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Chamber, was, on motion of Mr. Tipron, laid on 
the table. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL ENGINEERS. 

The bill for the better organization of the corps 
of Topographical Engineers was read the second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

WRITS OF ERROR. 


On motion by Mr. WEBSTER, the bill con- 
cerning writs of error and appeals under the 
revenue laws of the United States was read the 


third time, and laid on the table. 


BILLS PASSED. 
The following bills were severally read the third 
time and passed: 
The bill to authorize the President of the Uni- 


| ted States to cause to be run and marked the line 


dividing the territory of the United States from 
tha State of Missouri; and 

The bill for the relief of Henry B. Tyler, ex- 
ecutor of Lieutenant Colonel Richard B. Smith, 
deceased. 


The bill for the relief of William Hogan, ad- 


WILLIAM HOGAN. 
j 


read the second time and, on motion by Mr. 


| 

| CLAYTON, laid on the table. 

| COMPENSATION OF CLERKS. 
| 


The bill supplementary to the act to fix the 

| compensation of the clerks in the different offices 
was read the second time, and considered as in 

| Committee of the Whole, and ordered to a third 
reading. 
(This bill increases the compensation of the 
chief clerk in the Navy Commissioner’s office, 
and of two of the clerks in the Navy Department. ] 

| 


COMMODORE ISAAC HULL. 


The bill for the relief of Commodore Isaac Hull 
was, after some remarks from Messrs. SOUTH- 
ARD and SHEPLEY, laid on the table. 

The Senate then adjourned over to Monday 
next. dice eas hia 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
: Tuurspay, December 31, 1835. 

Messrs. CLarporne and Dickson, of Missis- 

sippi, appeared and were qualified. 


GOVERNMENT EXPENDITURES. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, by unanimous con- 
sent, submittsd the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury transmit to 


| this House the tabular statement exhibiting the sums yearly 
rom 1816 to 1834, 


| instant. 

HALL OF THE HOUSE. 

| Mr. WARDWELL remarked that he had 
some days since given notice of an intention to 
submit a motion prohibiting, in future, the use 
of the Hall of Representatives as a place of public 
worship. He now asked the unanimous consent 
of the House to make this motion. 





moved to suspend the rule. 

Mr. CRAIGasked for the yeas and nays; which 
| were not ordered. 

The motion to suspend the rule was then neg- 
atived without a count. 


ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY. 
Mr. TURRILL, by consent, submitted a mo- 


| 
| Objection being made, Mr. WARDWELL 


} tion that when the House adjourns to-day, it will 


adjourn to meet again on Monday neXt; which 
| was agreed to. 


BANKS IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
motion of Mr. Tromas, of Maryland, to refer to 
a select committee, with instructions, the petitions 
| of sundry banks in the District of Columbia, 
praying for an extension of their charters. 

The question pending was the amendment 
offered by Mr. Bou.pin, proposing to strike from 
the instructions moved by Mr. Tuomas so much 
as provided that all future memorials of a similar 
character should be referred to the same com- 
mittee. 





1836. 


Mr. BOULDIN said that, on looking carefully 
over the instructions moved by the gentleman 
from Maryland, [Mr. Tuomas,] it did not appear 
to follow necessarily that all memorials and peti- 
tions should be presented to the committee before 
their final action on the subject. Although it did 
appear, from the gencral context, that all memo- 
rials and petitions should be laid before the com- 
mittee befere their final action, and although 
there might be, and probably was, a propriety in 
the committee having everything before them in 
relation to the subject, still, it did not necessarily 
follow that the committee should make no report 
until the whole time had expired during which 
they had the right to receive them. Believing the 
committee would report as soon as possible, and 
that all the memorials, petitions, and views in 
regard to this matter would be laid before them 
as soon as possible, he would withdraw his mo- 
tion to strike out. He did not wish to throw any 
obstacle in the way of immediate and efficient 
action upon this subject. 

Mr. GARLAND, of Louisiana, desired to be 
informed whether the House had the power, under 
the charters of these banks, to make the proposed 
investigation. His vote would depend on the 
answer which might be given to this inquiry. 

Mr. THOMAS said that the banks of the Dis- 
trict were applying to Congress for an extension 
of their charters; and it was not to be expected | 
that they could attain their object unless they 
submitted to a reasonable examination. On the 
other hand, if the committee transcend their pow- 
ers, the directors of the banks, knowing their 
rights, would not submit to it. From the fact | 
that these corporations are asking privileges, they 
would not restrain the committee in any reason- 
able examination; and the House itself has the 
power to adjudicate between the committee and 
the banks. 


Mr. McKENNAN submitted the following | 


amendment: 


*‘And that the said committee be instructed to report to 
this House the names of the persons, the amounts and the 
date of all loans made by any District banks to members of 
Congress or officers of the Government.”’ 


Mr. McK ENNAN said he would not detain | 


the House with many remarks on his amend- 
ment. His object in making it was, that an ex- | 
amination might be had into the affairs of these 
banks, as thorough and complete as that which 
was made into the affairs of the Bank of the Uni- 
ted States. It would be remembered that the 
amount of the loans to members of Congress was 
spread before the world in the report of that com- | 
mittee. His object in offering the amendment 
was to have the examination of the committee we | 
were now about to raise as ffl and explicit as 
that examination was. 
Mr. THOMAS said the gentleman from Penn- | 
sylvania [Mr. McKennan] had adverted to the | 
powers given to the committee which investigated | 
the affuirs of the Bank of the United States. If | 
the gentleman would make his amendment con- 
form to the instructions of that committee, he 
should hear no objection from him. He would 
ask of the gentleman whether he would not do | 
justice to his own feelings, and to those of the 
ouse, by modifying his amendment so as to | 
put the committee on the sanle footing with that | 
of the committee which investigated the affairs | 
of the Bank of the United States. Let it be re- | 
membered: that a list was furnished by the direct- | 
ors of the Bank of the United States, setting forth 
the members of Congress and officers of the Gov- 
ernment who were debtors to that institution. He, 
as one of that committee, was unwilling to make | 
an exposition of this list; unless, after examina- | 
tion, there was found to be something wrong in 
the character of the security, he could see no 
cause to suspect the integrity of the banks or of 
individueis, He thought then, as he thought now, 
that the committee might make a statement of the 
gross amount of money loaned to members of | 
Congress or other officers, and would ask the gen- 
tleman to modify his amendment so as to make 
it discretionary with the committee. He would 
say that he knew of no transaction between any | 
member of the House and the banks of the Dis- | 
trict; but if any improper transaction should be | 
discovered, he would be ready to expose it at any 
time and in any place. He would conclude by 





‘again requesting the gentleman to modify his 


motion, so as to place the committee about to be 
raised in the same relation to the banks of the 
District, in which the committee the gentleman 
spoke of was placed to the Bank of the United 


States. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said he cared very little 
whether the proposition of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania was adopted or not; he did not 
think it of any sort of moment whether they as- 
certained the names of all the public officers of the 


| Government, or of all the members of Congress, 


| rather—of that statement. 


| true at the time they furnished it. 
for was of those who were indebted to the bank, || 





who might have borrowed money of one or other 
of the banks of the District since one of the local 
banks became the depository of the public money. 
Let those who were interested in the inquiry take 
the consequences, if any should follow. 

Mr B. rose principally (he said) to notice some- 
thing that fell from the honorable gentleman from 
Maryland, about an examination that took place 


| of a similar character to the present in relation to 


the debtors of the Bank of the United States. He 
understood that gentleman to say, that a list of 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


members of Congress indebted to the Bank of the | 


| United States and its branches had been furnished 


by the officers of that institution to the committee | 


of investigation in 1832, and that that list had | 


not, from that time to this, seen the light. Now, 
Mr. B. himself recollected to have seen that list 
during the session of 1832, and he was very glad 
to learn on the present occasion, in a public way, 


stated by common report at that time, that the 
list possessed by the committee had been fur- 
nished by the officers of that institution; for he 


| could state one fact within his own knowledge 


touching the accuracy—or the gross inaccuracy, 
ryt; * ° * 

That list set forth, 
among other things, that a particular individual, 


| from one of the committee, as he heard it before | 


then a member of Congress, Who never borrowed | 


a farthing of the bank or of its branches in his 
life, was indebted to it in the sum of three, four, 
five, or six thousand dollars. Thatstatement, so 
far as that individual was concerned, was in no 


sense true, and never was true; and those who | 


furnished that list must have known it was not 


The listealled 


The individual referred to, it was true, had in- | 


dorsed for other persons who were his friends, 
and who were themselves indebted to the bank, 
but the paper was never protested ;and yet he was 


held up by the officers of that institution as an 


original debtor to the bank, and as one who had 
taken and useditsmoney. The object must have 
been, as the effect would have been if the list had 


been published, to induce the public to believe | 


| that that individual was under the same obliga- 


tions as others were. He could well imagine that 


those who furnished that list were utterly ashamed | 
that it should have shown its face, for the state- | 


ment referred to he knew to be untrue, both in |) 
It was very well itdid not see | 


spirit and in fact. 
the light, for he believed it was full of misrepre- 
sentations in other respects also. 

With regard to the present inquiry, (Mr. B. 
said,) limited as it was, he did not see that it im- 
posed a very burdensome duty upon the commit- 
tee that should be appointed to make the investi- 
gation; nor did he know that it would be doing 
injustice to members of Congress, if such there 
were, who might have borrowed money of the 
local banks in that District, nor to officers of the 
Government, if they should have done so,as the 
might have done, for aught he knew. He ho a 


therefore, that the gentleman from Maryland | 


would assent to the prcenenes and agree that 
the examination might be made. 

Mr. THOMAS said, in reply to the gentleman 
from New York, [Mr. Bearpsiey,] that he rose 
simply to ask the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
to modify his amendment, soasto make it conform 
to the instructions to the committee in 1832. He 
was not to be understood as opposing the amend- 
ment. He merely rose to ask the gentleman to 
modify it. 

Mr. W. B. SHEPARD said he rose to reply 
to a charge made by the gentleman from New 
York, [Mr. Bearpstey.} The gentleman must 
show on whose head rested the grave and serious 
charge which he has made. He would say that 
the directors of the Bank of the United States 
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were as honorable, and as incapable of commit- 
ting an error, as the gentleman from New York. 
He hoped the gentleman from Pennsylvania would 
adhere to his amendment, He did not think it 
discreditable that members of Congress had bor- 
rowed money of the bank. He saw no reason 
why the transactions of these institutions, should 
be secret. The borrowers should be known. He 
wished to cast no imputation on any member of 
the House. He was a borrower from the Bank 
of the United States, and the gentlemen who were 
on one of the committees which investigated the 
atlairs of that institution published his name, and 
it was sent through his district. He had bor- 
rowed money from the bank, had given security 


for it, and had a it. 


Mr BEARDSLEY said, he should not say 
that there were not gentlemen engaged in con- 
ducting the affairs of the Bank of the United States 
as pure as any gentleman in that House, or else- 
where. Upon that he formed no opinion. He 
spoke of a particular transaction. They were 
now informed by a gentleman who had the means 
of knowing, that a list of members stated to be 
debtors to the bank had been furnished by the 
bank, or rather by the officers of that institution; 
and Mr. B. having seen that list, and knowing 
one of its statements to be untrue, he was willing 
to state a fact to the House that was within his 
own knowledge. He did not say that being in- 
debted to the Bank of the United States was dis- 
reputable; and if the individual referred to had 
been indebted to the bank, Mr. B. had no doubt 
he would have been as willing that the House 
and the country should know it as was the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, 

Mr. ADAMS wished the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Brarpstiey] to inform him where, by 
what means, and from whom he obtained a sight 
of the paper which he had spoken of, when an- 
other gentleman said it was not presented to the 
House. 

Mr. BEAR®SLEY was just as ready to an- 
swer that question as anything else. ‘Phe paper 
in question was shown to Mr. B. in that Hall by 
one who, he believed, was amember of the com- 
mittee, although he was not able to recollect the 
gentleman’s name. Mr. B. saw the eniry; the 
paper was represented to him as the original 
yaper furnished by the bank, and for that reason 
* believed it to be a genuine paper. 

Mr. McK ENNAN said; he could not consent 

to modify his motion, after what had been said 
| by the gentleman from New York, {Mr. Bearps- 
LeEY;] nor could he consent that a list should be 
kept to be shown to particular individuals. He 
wished the committee to be relieved from the 
charge of partiality in the matter. He wanted a 
course of impartiality to be pursued. He wanted 
the House and the nation to know the actual con- 
dition of these institutions. 

Mr. ADAMS said he should be under the ne- 
cessity of voting against the amendment proposed 
by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, and against 
| the instructions of the gentleman from Maryland, 

and that upon the grounds which he assumed in 
| the House at the time that the subject of the 
examination of the affairs of the United States 
_ Bank was brought before it. At the first session 
| of the Twenty-First Cengress, when that investi- 
| gation was determined on, he took the ground that 
/no private transaction was a proper subject for 
investigation. He had the honer of being a mem- 
ber of that committee. Among the demands of 
the committee was one to this effect, thaf a list 
of debtors to the bank, being members of Con- 


|| gress, should be furnished. He opposed that 


demand to the utmost of his power. — He said it 
| was not a power given by the House. The ma- 
| jority of the committee had determined otherwise, 
| and the question was put; and at that time pre- 
| cisely the same grounds were taken which are 
| now taken—that it was not for the purpose of 
| €Xposing private transactions; that it was not to 
poe out any man as being bought by the bank; 
| but that it was a discretionary power used by the 


|| committee for the benefit of the public interest. 


| The question was put, andthe officers did furnish 
| alist of their debtors. At that time the officers 
of the institution laid open everything; there was 
nothing denied that was asked. A long list of 
members of Congress, of officers of the Govern- 
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ment, and letters from 
soliciting loans, was exhibited to the committee. | 
He said it was a two-edged sword which cut on | 
both sides, and the committee kept it to them- | 
selves against his wishes.. He was as strenuous 
to have the paper made public as he was to pre- 
vent the demand being made of the bank for it; 
but he made a report to the House which set 
matters in such a light that he did not know for 
a time whether he should have leave to remain a 
member of the House. Let us, then, have no4 
discretionary power. He said, fair play was a 
jewel; let us have both sides of the question. 
Occasions were taken of casting imputations on 
the directors of the Bank of the United States, 
when they had no means of defending themselves. 
He mata oy that, in the list which was pre- 
sented to the committee, there was no transaction | 
of either members of Congress or officers of the 
Government which would affect the character of 
any man on any side of the House. ‘There was 
nothing which any man might have been ashamed 
of; but there were things which might have been 
made use of for party purposes; and there may be 
such things connected with these banks. He 
never had acent of interest in the Bank of the 
United States, either as a stockholder or in any 
other way. On these grounds, he should vote | 
against the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania; and he should vote against the in- 
structions of the gentleman from Maryland, be- 
cause they were too extensive; and more readily 
because the gentleman from New York has said 
that members were more willing to go into anin- | 
quiry now than they had been on a former occa- | 
sion. The instructions of the gentleman from 
Maryland not only go to refer the present memo- | 
rials to a certain committee, but to refer all papers 
which may hereafter come before Congress to 
the same committee. Suppose th®re was to come 
here the petition of another bank, not at all con- 
nected with the present one; you would have | 
their petition referred to this ef@mittee before- | 
hand. He believed this to be an unexampled 
trust, and was not willing to appoint any such | 
committee, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said, having differed with 
the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts in 
the views he had thus presented with regard to 
the examination of the accounts of the Bank of 
the United States, he would simply state his | 
reasons for doing so. A member of that House, 
at the period referred to, had brought forward a 
number of charges against the Bank of the United 
States of the most serious character, and requiring 
from the House and the committee it appointed 
the most rigid and thorough investigation into 
the transactions of that institution. Now, Mr. C. 
begged leave to differ with the honorable gentle- 
man in the views he took on that occasion; for, 
so fur from resisting inquiry, Mr. C. would have 
done what the president of the bank himself did, | 
who volunteered communications to the commit- 
tee on every subject, and did not wait to be asked 
for them. When the committee visited the Bank 
of the United States, the conduct of the presi- | 
dent of that institution was directly the reverse 
of that of its friends upon that floor. But, in 
discharging their duty, the committee was to be | 
governed by the rules that ought to govern every 
committee, They adopted, at the outset, a reso- 
lution of this character, that, unless in the prog- 
ress of their investigation they should discover 
an account, bond, or note, which, in the opinion 
of a majority of the committee, had been given | 


for corrupt purposes, the account, bond, or note || 


should not be exposed to the public, as it would 
be unnecessary to drag the private affairs of indi- | 
viduals before the country. And he thought the | 
House would see the propriety of such conduct || 
on the part of the committee on that occasion. |) 
Mr. C. said, in making the examination since || 
referred to, it was made in such a shape as to || 
deceive the public, not designedly on the part of || 
the bank, for he presumed the clerks transcribed | 
correctly from the books; but there were trans- || 
actions long past, where accounts had long been I 
setued, notes and bonds long canceled, being || 
originally perhaps transactions for sixty or ninety |) 
days, and where members of Congress happened | 
to be indorsers of notes—all were spread before | 
the committee as recent transactions; and the 


ersons high in office || 


| to have everything laid before them which might 
be collected by the committee; for there was a 


| question, and which it would perhaps be improper 


| with the honorable gentleman from Massachusetts | 


|| ever form it might be presented; and it was be- 
_cause he reprobated slander so much as he did, | 


|| morning warranted him—nay, more, required of 
| him—that he should make the explanation he did. 


| He was (he said) against all slanders, whether | 
_ they came from the Bank of the United States, | 


| which Mr. B. would particularly recur. 
| derstood the gentleman to say that this was either 


| B. agreed with him, and was willing to let it be 
| judged by the public. He had not, nor should not 
characterize ii more strongly than the gentleman | 


| the gentleman that it did not comport with what 


| was published or withheld. 
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committee considered, as Mr. C. thought, and as | in no such manner. He supposed at the time it 


a majority of the House did believe, that it was 
entirely unnecessary to publish to the world trans- 
actions many of which brad been closed ten years 
previously, or where a member of Congress hap- | 
pened to indorse a note for his friend. Mr. 
C€. even blamed the bank, not for exposing their 


| accounts, but for not discriminating as it ought to | 
|| have done. 


With regard to the present amendment, Mr. 


_C. would prefer it if the honorable mover would | 
|| strike out that part of it which imposed upon the | 
|| committee the duty to report, and leave it in the | 


great number of transactions in relation to private 
individuals, that could have no bearing on the 


to publish to the world. However, Mr C. should 


'vote for the gentleman’s proposition, in every || 


shape and form, whether modified or not, for he | 
held it improper for any officer or member of the 
Government to have anything todo in the way of 
getting accommodations from banks. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said he agreed perfectly 


in reprobating everything like slander, in what- 


that he thought the occasion that offered that 





The charge, as it appeared on the paper Mr. B. | 
saw, was calculated, if he might judge from the 


|| face of the paper, to produce an impression that || 


the individual referred to had borrowed the sum 
of four, five, or six thousand dollars, or whatever 
the amount was, of the Bank of the United States, 
immediately before the time the investigation took 
place, or within some few months of it. He was 
not indicated as an indorser, but as one directly 
indebted to the bank. Now, knowing that to be 
utterly untrue, and knowing iton its face calculated 
to produce a slanderous impression, Mr. B. had 
thought, and still thought it his duty to expose it. | 





or from any other quarter, and was as ready to 


denounce them as the gentleman himself. | 


There was one remark of the gentleman, to 
D> 5 
He un- 


a base charge in its nature on account of a transac- 
tion to which Mr. B. had pointed, or else that it 
was base to make the charge. If the gentleman | 
desired to be understood in the former sense, Mr. 


himself had done; but if the gentleman meant 
that it was base for a mah, who was himself slan- 
dered, to expose the charge, Mr. B. would tell 





he considered a proper self-respect. He held it 
right to speak out in such cases, in all places in 
publie and before the world, fall where it might. 
Mr. B. did not say who was guilty. The gentle- 
man from Maryland had said the information was 
furnished by the bank, and Mr. B. said the state- 
ment was untrue, Surely it was not base to state | 
that fact! The original fabrication might be base, 
but the exposure of it could not be so held. He 
would forbear to say any more on the subject. 
He had said thus much, because he deemed it due 
to the occasion and to himself. 

With regard to the views entertained by the 
committee of investigation at that time, Mr. B. 





had no concern about it. He was not on the 


| committee, and he cared little whether the inquiry 


If some members of 
the committee thought the inquiry proper, and | 


|| others reprobated it as improper, they might ad- 


just the matter as they pleased; and if, after 
obtaining the information, they choose to suppress 
it, he was equally as indifferent as he was to the 
subject of inquiry itself. But if the honorable 


was to have been published: entire, though he 
eared not whether it was or not; and he never 
dreamed that this statement was omitted until some 
time afterwards, when on looking into the report 
he found it had been left out. What became of 
it he knew not, nor ever heard, till to-day; or if 
he did it escaped his memory. He was not able 
to say from recollection whether the minority 
report of the honorable member from Massachu- 
setts named all the members of Congress or not, 
or whether the individual he referred to was 


| named in it. 
power of the House, if they should think proper, || 


Mr. ADAMS briefly explained. He had re- 


ferred to the names of all who had received 


favors from the bank, by having their payments 


suppose it 














member meant to have it understood that this \| 


paper was exhibited to Mr. B. in a secret and 
clandestine way, or that it was shown to him 
only, and not to others, the gentleman was mis- 
taken. It came to Mr. B. in no such light, and 


|, as members made before the appropriation was 


made for them. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said, he had misappre- 
hended the remark of the gentleman, but was 
satisfied by the explanation. The honorable gen- 
theman and himself seemed to entertain the same 
opinion of the real character of the transaction 
which he had referred to; they differed only upon 
the propriety of speaking of it. Gentlemen might 

Sane and slanderous to’ speak of it, 
because it pointed to the president and directors 
of a large moneyed institution, and such seemed 
to be the view of the honorable member from 
Massachusetts. Mr. B. thought the transaction 
not the less reprehensible on that score. If those 
who conducted the affairs of the bank, as was 
now ascertained from two or three members of 
the committee, did furnish information he knew 
to be untrue, he held that he was at all times at 
perfect liberty to expose it before the world, and 


|| should always feel it his duty to do so, be the 
| parties who the 


might. 
Mr. HOWARD called for the reading of the 


'} amendment, and said that his object was to inquire 


from the mover whether he intended the period 
in the latter clause to be the time when public 
money was first deposited in _- District bank, 
or the time when the change took_ place over the 
country. He remembered a document in which 
it was stated that the public money had always 
been deposited in one or more of the District 
banks. If that were the time to which the in- 
quiry proposed to be extended, he had no objec- 
tion; but if it were intended to limit the investi- 
gation to the last two years, he would sooner that 
the limitation should be stricken out. It might 
be, that the gentleman from Pennsylvania in- 
tended to show that these loans to officers of the 
Government and members of Congress were 
useful tothe public, and necessary in consequence 
ef the great delay,in passing the annual appro- 

riation bills, whereby it was sometimes abso- 
utely necessary to anticipate salaries. Mr. H. 
said, that he remembered a document in which 
he, in common with every other member of the 
House, was reported as a debtor to the Bank of 
the United States, when, in fact, he had never 
owed the bank a dollar in his life. This cireum- 
stance arose from the bank’s charging every 
member of Congress with his per diem, as he drew 
it from time to time, not deeming itself at liberty, 
until after the passage of the appropriation bill 
to transfer a portion of the public money to the 
credit of the proper officer of the House. If it 
were hatha draw an inference from those 
loans that those corporations were useful, the 
inquiry might as well be pushed further back than 
the last two years. 

But it might also happen that the object of the 
limitation might be to show that these corpora- 
tions had recently made these loans, contrary to 
their former practice; and by so doing interfered 
with the money concerns of the Government. 
It seemed to be probable that the business of 
some of these banks might have become more 
extensive lately, in consequence of the contraction. 
of the business of the Bank of the United States; 
but it was also probable that a portion of their 
business had always been that of furnishing 
facilities to persons connected with the Govern- 
ment, from the cause above mentioned; and if the 
House should limit its inquiry to a very modern 
date, the inference would necessarily be that all 
this was fresh business, arising from some recent 
cause, whereas it might be nothing more than a 


- continuation of their customary proceedings. He 








